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Ashland’s Movers & Shakers: Dr. John Dodd 

   John Morris Dodd, M.D., was 
born Oct. 5, 1866 in Morrisville, 
(now Waynesburg), Greene 
County, Pennsylvania to veteri-
narian Dr. Samuel and Catherine 
Morris Dodd. 

  Samuel was born in England 
and came to the United States 
around 1855. He served as Regi-
mental Veterinarian and Sergeant 

for Company G, 18th Pennsylva-
nia Cavalry.  
  John and his sister were   

Dr. John Dodd 

               Continued on Page 4 

Doctor, mayor, much-admired citizen 

Old-school daze 
AHS, DHS buildings gone; memories remain 

By Tory Stroshane 
AHSM President 

By Tory Stroshane 
AHSM President 

  In June, an all-school reun-
ion for De Padua High 
School was held and next 
July will bring an all-school 
reunion for Ashland High 
School. 
  Even though the impres-
sive old high school build-
ings are not standing any-
more, the memories from 
those high school years are 
vivid in the minds of genera-
tions of kids who grew up in 
the area. 
  Going alphabetically so I 
don’t offend anyone, Ash-
land High School’s mam-
moth brownstone building 
that graced 1000 Ellis Ave-
nue between 11th and 10th 
streets east was designed by 

       Continued on Page 4 

The old AHS building on Ellis Avenue. The AHS  tunnel. 

De Padua closed its doors in 1967. 

De Padua gym still 
stands and serves. 
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 Many friends, donors were 

much nicer than the weather  

T 
he dog days of summer are over and 
there’s a hint of fall in the air.  The 
“Green Bay” bugs had a late start this 

year, as did the nicer, summer weather.  
  Thank you to those who have sent us donations, 
memorials and memberships. We count on your 
help to maintain our Museum and are very grate-
ful for your support. 
                           Book partners 
  The Museum partnered with the Vaughn Public 
Library to present a book signing at the Northern 
Great Lakes Visitor Center on June 12. Author 
Bill Stokes talked about his book “Margaret’s 
War” which is about the POW camps in Wiscon-
sin during WWII.  The men in the camp near 
Bayfield helped with the apple and herring har-
vests. The book is available in the Museum gift 
shop.  
                             Fresh faces 
  We currently have two volunteer/interns work-
ing with us. Brooke Sapper and Ashley 
Wadzinski. We are happy to have their help as 
well as to help them, too. 
                            Social event 
  The Museum sponsored an ice cream social 
fundraiser on August 3 during Downtown Days 
(formerly known as Maxwell Street Days). 
                     Civil War honorees 
   Also on August 3, we were proud to be in-
volved with the Sons of the Union Veterans 
(SUV) and their Longest Living Veteran Project. 
The SUV Old Abe Camp No. 8 from the Fox 
Valley, along with local veterans groups, dedi-
cated special GAR (Grand Army of the Repub-
lic) soldier markers at each of three sites. 
  St. Agnes Cemetery in Ashland was the site for 
Charles Van Vlack for Ashland County. Bayfield 
County’s vet was David Monroe and Iron Coun-
ty’s was Chester Huntsinger. 

                      Cars and more cars 
  We will have a special display of model cars to 
partner with the annual car show. And there will 
be fall goodies to purchase. The Mural Fest and 
Car Show, located between the Court House and 
Museum, runs from 9 a.m.-3 p.m., on            
September 7. 
                       A century of FFA 
   And in October, Ashland High School will be 
celebrating 100 years of Future Farmers of 
America (FFA) with a display in our Community 
Collection Nook, put together by alumni from 
the school. 
                       Annual meeting 
  Our annual meeting will be at 6 p.m. on Octo-
ber 9 with a special encore presentation of the 
ghost of Bill Dormady, by John Kovach. 
   The Museum will continue its summer hours 
of 10 a.m.-3 p.m., Monday-Saturday, until the 
WhistleStop Festival on October 12. 

            Cemetery Walk … in the rain 
   We had a stellar lineup of ghosts for the annual 
Cemetery Walk, but the weather did not cooper-
ate for the second consecutive year. The Fourth 
of July parade was able to finish before the tor-
rential rains started that lasted all afternoon and 
produced flash flood warnings.  
   More than 30 stalwart folks made it through 
the rain to attend the impromptu indoor event.  
Many thanks go to the Our Lady of the Lake 
Church for allowing us to set up in their social 
hall and to Bill Holtzhaeuser who unlocked and 
Clarence Campbell, who locked the doors. 
  Thank you to the volunteers who helped with 
the cemetery walk. It takes a lot of planning and 
coordination to get this off the ground.  

  Visit us on our Web page, Facebook and Insta-
gram. 

President’s Corner 
 By Tory Stroshane 
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On August 3, the Old Abe 

Camp 8, Department of  

Union Soldiers of the Civil 

War, along with members of 

VFW Post 690 and the 

American Legion Post 90 

participated in a ceremony 

at St. Agnes Cemetery to 

honor Charles Van Vlack, 

the last documented surviv-

ing Civil War Veteran of Ash-

land County. Van Vlack died 

in October of 1942.  
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2019 Donors, Memorials: Third Quarter 

Barb & Tad Bretting Cheryl & Tim Hicks Diane Pomerenke 

Given by: Jane & Skip Wefel John Huber Tim Pool 

Honored by: Anonymous Lorraine Hyde Elizabeth Preston 

Kathie Bouchard Lori Jansen Richard & Pat Van Remortel 

James & Sue Bradle Damien Dolan Kay Sue Shank 

Ann & Bob Carlson Bob & Shelbey  Klamerus Mike & Pat Sheils 

Jeff Cate Mary Knapp James & Sally Sherfinski 

Clark Transfer Lines Susan Sandstrom Koch Samuel & Karolyn Solberg 

Dan Culligan Les Lampson William & Janet Spear 

Kathleen Culligan Terri Lundberg Vickie L. Stricklen 

Deborah & Patrick Davis Richard & Colleen Maatta Steve Sullivan 

Chris & Clark Dykstra Kristin Mathisen Leonard & Barbara Suminski 

Shannon Esala Catherine Meschievitz James Uline 

Sue Adams Faucette Sherri Osterreich Mettler John Uline 

Diane Flanders Jane Mika Susan C. Westley 

Vicki & John Galik Donald & Patricia Moore Craig & Anne Wickman 

Robert & Jill Garrington Missy Clark Nabozny Christine Wosepka 

Diane Grosjean Deb Olson David & Ruth Wosepka 

Tim & Mary Gruper Anna Osmak Barbara Wright 

Wendy Guara Perry & Chris Paulson Fran Zepczyk 

Craig Haukaas, Haukaas, Law Office Diane Paulsrud Janet & Butch Zipperer 

Memorials Memorial given by: Memorials 

Richard (Dick) Anderson Gail R. Anderson Jane Geiger (nee Kettinger) 

Roberta Hudak Susan & Raymond Koch Given by: Frank H. Kettinger 

George Bassford Ann M. Roffers  

Helen Beecher Heidi Knoke Barb & Tad Bretting 

Ann Moran John Moran Given by: Jane & Skip Wefel 

Neil Paulson Anonymous  

Geraldine Larson Devan & Jo Ann Dutra Person honored: 

Howard & Charlotte Kettinger Frank H. Kettinger Jack Snow 

Care & Howie Sandin Caroline C. Basley Honored by: Anonymous 

   

   



local architect Henry Wildha-
gen. 
  Archie Donald and Company 
was awarded the contract and 
the building was completed in 

1905. The massive front steps 
invited you to enter the regal 
building that housed a beautiful 
auditorium that once featured 
such notables as poet Carl 
Sandberg. 
  The gym was located below 
the auditorium with a balcony 
that extended the circumfer-
ence of the gym. The back 

steps that led from the gym to 
the back of the auditorium 
served as a short cut to get to 
the Dodd Gym and the Latimer 
building. It was narrow and felt 
the weight of many kids hurry-
ing to get to their next class.  
  Anyone who attended the old 
high school will remember the 
tunnel system that allowed you 

to forego the rain and snow and 
led from the old gym to the 
new gym and the Latimer 
building. Part of the tunnel is 
still in place between the Dodd 
Gym and the Latimer building, 
but students are not allowed in 
the tunnel anymore. 

Schools 
Continued from Page  1 
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Memorable Moments 

orphaned after his father died in 1867 and 
his mother in 1869. He and his older sister 
Elizabeth (born in 1862) went to live with 
their grandfather John Morris (who was a 
carpenter) and grandmother Jemima Pipes 
Morris. 
  His grandfather died in 1872 and his 
grandmother in 1875. They were sent to 
Illinois to live with two uncles for a short 
time and then sent back 
to Morrisville to live with 
relatives. 
  At age 16, John spent 
three years as an appren-
tice in the carpenter trade 
and attended classes dur-
ing the winter. He also 
did well-drilling with his 
brother-in-law John Ket-
chem. 
  After taking two sum-
mer sessions at Waynes-
burg College, he taught 
school for two years be-
fore attending medical 
school. He was in a pre-
ceptor program in 
Waynesburg with his 
third cousin Dr. William 
T. Rinehart. 
  After graduating from Starling Medical 
College in Columbus, Ohio, he went to 
Wisconsin to work with Dr. Rinehart. 
They were involved with contracts with 
loggers to provide a year’s care for a set 
fee. He married Missouri “Zura” Stoops on 
Dec. 24, 1889 in Fordyce, Pa. and they 
moved to Ashland. They had four children: 
Florence, 1894; Edith (Culver), 1893; Hel-
en (Winter), 1895 and Dr. John Morris, Jr., 
1900.  

  Dr. Dodd first worked at the Rinehart 
Hospital before opening his own hospital 
at 610 Ellis Avenue. His next office build-
ing was on Second Street and became the 
Water Utility building for a number of 
years after his third clinic was built. Dodd 
built and moved into the Medical Arts 
Building at 220 Seventh Avenue West.  
  Dr. Dodd also had one of the first cars in 
the area -- a Pipe-Tribune. In 1928, he 
wrote and published the book, “An Auto-
biography of a Surgeon” that included 

interesting historical material of the 
Chequamegon Bay area.  
  Besides serving the area as a physician 
and surgeon, Dr. Dodd served four terms 
as the mayor of Ashland. He was well 
known throughout the area and state as a 
civic leader, serving in many ways. He ran 
for state senate in 1936. 
  He was president of the Wisconsin Medi-
cal Society and was presented a gold seal 
in 1930 for his contributions. He was pres-

ident of the Chicago and Northwestern 
Railroad Surgical Association, Soo Surgi-
cal Association, a trustee of the Interstate 
Postgraduate Association of North Ameri-
ca and was a member of the Wisconsin 
State Board of Medical Examiners. 
  Built in 1937, the high school gym that is 
now part of the Ashland Middle School 
complex was dedicated as The Dodd Gym 
in 1956 in honor of his contributions to the 
City. 
  Dr. Dodd was instrumental in bringing 

the Experimental Farm 
to the area; he headed 
the financial campaign 
to build the Ashland 
General Hospital (later 
known as Trinity Hos-
pital) and served on the 
Northland College 
Board of Trustees. Dr. 
Dodd also helped to 
establish the Band Shell 
and the city garage. He 
was a member of the 
Rotary and Masons.  
  Dr. Dodd was com-
missioned as a First 
Lieutenant in the Medi-
cal Corps in 1916 and 
was promoted to Major. 
He belonged to the 
American Legion in 

Ashland. He served on civilian defense 
and draft boards. 
  Dr. Dodd had a kindly and generous dis-
position and was honest and unselfish. He 
had hundreds of staunch friends through-
out the state. 
  Dr. Dodd died on August 5, 1950 at the 
age of 83. He is buried at Mount Hope 
Cemetery in Ashland. His wife Zura 
passed away in 1966. 

Orphan became doctor, mayor, key citizen 
Continued from Page 1 

The Dodd Family in 1898: From left, John, Edith, Helen, Zura and Florence. 

Continued on Page 9 



 

The Bright Spot By Jim Goeltz 

Soft drinks on ice ... 

B 
ack in the 1930s Dad had this big soft-drink cool-
er. It was situated just outside the rest-room door. 
I think it was furnished by Coca-Cola because the 
slots would take only seven-ounce bottles. 

  The machine had a lid about three-feet high and the inside 
would hold a 20-pound block of ice. Along 
each side of that lid were five or six slots. 
If you wanted a cold soft drink you would 
select a Coke, or orange, grape, strawberry, 
or cream soda, turn the bottle upside down, 
push into one of those slots, and on the 
opposite side a cold one would pop out. 
  The melted ice water would keep several 
bottles cold. You might have to push 
through several bottles to get a cold one. 
Alongside the block of ice Dad would 
stack bottles of Vic Trinko’s special, 
Leinenkugel beer. Vic was the Ashland 
distributor for Leinenkugel.   
  That soft-drink machine lasted many 
years. It even had an opener installed on 
the side. The blocks of ice? They came 
from Lake Superior out in Chequamegon 
Bay. In winter, Hultmans and Ericksons 
Ice Houses would go out  in the bay and 
cut three-foot square blocks of ice. They’d 
store it in their ice houses covered with 
sawdust. It would last all summer. In win-
ter they delivered coal. In Summer they 
delivered ice. 

A salute to the Class of 1944 
  Today I want to salute and remember the 
athletes from the Ashland High School 
Class of 1944. Nineteen forty-four was the 
second year of the reduced-size year book, 
the Wawata, eliminating the school activi-
ties such as athletics and clubs. Only the superintendant, 
faculty, and students were pictured. At least the seniors 
were represented with individual photos. Eight of the senior 
boys were granted diplomas in absentia as they entered the 
military during World War II:  Ken Freeman, Jim Good, Ed 
Gurske, Dick Hennell, Don Katon, Francis Miller, Roger 
Myhre, and Warren Thorson.  As in the previous year, no 
mention of athletics, choir, band, orchestra, or other student 
clubs such as GAA, Sub Debs, Tri-Luci, or FFA. Research 

has allowed me to reveal some of the sports activities.   
  In Coach Roy Melvin’s second year as head coach, the 
then-Purgolders played six football games and won three. 
The team won over Hurley, Bessemer, and Superior East, 
all by shutouts which indicated a good Melvin defensive 

effort. 
  The team shutout Hurley 19-0, Bessemer 
18-0, and in Superior, beat East, 26-0. Ash-
land lost at home to Superior Central,      
20-12, and at Park Falls, 21-19, and in 
Ironwood, 26-6. 
  The team scored 16 touchdowns followed 
by only four extra points. As far back as I 
can remember, Ashland had never been 
efficient at extra points. For one thing, they 
didn’t have a kicker. In the 1946 game 
against Wausau, Marv Hunt –  a left-footer 
who had never kicked before – tied the 
game with a kick.  
  They lost on Park Falls’ pasture by 2 
points because they couldn’t score extra 
points. Senior members on the football 
team were Walt Danz, Larry Fischer, Erlan 
Giese, Ed Gurske, Paul Tomlinson, Varve 
Searing, Sam Wheeler and Ed Soliwoda. 
  The basketball team fared better, winning 
11 out of 17. In conference play the Pur-
golders defeated Bessemer and Wakefield 
twice each and lost to Ironwood and Hur-
ley twice each.  
  The Purgolders had some thrilling games 
against Superior Central and their junior 
star Harry “Bud” Grant. The game in Su-
perior in December was a real barn-burner 
with the Vikings coming out on top, 29-26. 
Ashland returned the favor in February 

with another thriller in Dodd Gym, 37-35. Then in the re-
gional tournament in Ashland the game went to two over-
times before Central won, 29-27.  Senior basketball players 
were Erlan Giese, Jack Lodle, Paul Tomlinson, Paul Tast, 
and Tom Zinnecker.  
   
  (Thanks to Bob Mackreth, Pam Eckholm, and Tory Stro-
shane who furnished data for this article.) 
  

Those were 
 the days! 

Dad and I on the stoop on 
the south side of the store. I 
sat here many times watch-
ing the trains come and go 

and the traffic move up and 
down Seventh Avenue. 

Museum hours: 10 a.m.-3 p.m., Monday-Saturday 

… And a salute to the AHS Class of 1944 

Page 5 
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2019 Cemetery Walk  

Ray T. Casey 
  Ray was a long-time Ashland resident and insurance 
salesman who was active in the Kiwanis Club, Rod and 
Gun Club and the Knights of Columbus. He was instru-
mental in starting the boys fishing party and was often 
seen during parades, selling 5-cent bags of peanuts for 
the Kiwanis and was a pillar of their pancake feed. 
  Ray and his wife Mary had two sons, Robert, who 
died in WWII and Thomas. 
 
— Ray T. Casey was portrayed by Clarence Campbell.  

  The Mike Barrett Family 
  Mike was a farmer who helped establish the township of 
Gingles. He served as the first town chairman for Gingles 
and also on the County Board. Besides running a sawmill, 
he farmed the land for many years.  
  Mike served as President of the Chequamegon local of 
the American Society of Equity for years. He was one of 
the founding members of the A&B Cooperative Oil Com-
pany and a director of the Farmer’s Mutual Fire Insurance 
Company. He was influential in the development of the 
farm cooperative movement in the Chequamegon area.  
Mike and his wife Nellie had eight children. Their son 
Bernard Joyce Barrett was a well-known blacksmith in 
Ashland. 
— The Mike Barrett Family story was told by Doris  
Hanson.  

Juanita Garvin Erickson 
  Juanita attended St. Scholastica, then taught for the Navy 
Department for two years. Juanita was in the Women’s 
Marine Corps for two years. She then returned to St. Scho-
lastica where she received a degree in business education. 
   She taught in several schools. Juanita was a member of 
the Ashland American Legion Post No. 90 and the Iron-
wood VFW Auxiliary. She was the first woman post com-
mander in Ashland, and served as district commander, dep-
uty vice commander, and district adjutant for the American 
Legion in Wisconsin. 
  Juanita and her husband Leif had two daughters, Patricia 
and Pamela. 
— Daughter Pat Erickson Lindholm portrayed her  
mother  

Photos by Jeff Cate 
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2019 Cemetery Walk  

Mayme Dvorak 
 
  Mayme Schlies was born in Michigan, but came to 
Ashland and was married to Frank Dvorak, who was 
born in Bohemia. Together they had five children: 
Francis, Helen, James, Robert (Fr. Gerald, OFM) and 
Marilyn. They were members of St. Agnes Church and 
Mayme was a member of the St. Agnes Altar Society, 
the Third Order of St. Francis, The Eagle’s Auxilliary 
and the Catholic War Veteran’s Society.  Mayme and 
Frank were active in the Western Bohemian Alliance 
and Lodge.  
— Mayme Dvorak’s story was told by her great-
granddaughter Lisa Joanis 

Bill Dormady 
  Born in Ashland, Bill became one of Ashland’s prem-
ier promoters. He spent 56 years performing and direct-
ing home talent shows. He served in the Navy in WWII 
where he spent his time in England putting on talent 
shows for the GIs. He was twice honored as Man of the 
Year and he also served as chaplain for the VFW and 
American Legion. He volunteered in many venues, 
such as nursing homes and hospitals, entertaining and 
visiting with people. He was a dapper fellow and also 
was always dressed to the nines. 
 
— John Kovach, assisted by his wife Rita, told the 
story of his cousin Bill Dormady 

  John Mitchell 
  Born in Lithuania, John came to America for a better life. 
After briefly working in Massachusetts and Pennsylvania, he 
came to Ashland, where he met his wife Elizabeth at a Lithu-
anian gathering. Together they raised 11 children. Joseph, 
Anne, Edward, John, Frank, Victor, Anthony (Fr. Conan 
OFM), Therese, Helen, Henry and Ruth. Their son Henry 
was one of the five boys who drowned in 1936 when a storm 
came up while sailing. 
  John worked on the coal docks for many years and the fam-
ily lived on Water Street in the shadow of the Soo Line Ore 
Dock. When John got too old for the coals docks, he went 
sailing on the Great Lakes and worked as a fireman, a hot 
and hard job. 
— John Mitchell was portrayed by his grandson Richard 
Mitchell, assisted by his wife Linda 

Photos by Jeff Cate 
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The Gazette Quiz 

Winner will earn a $25 Museum gift certificate 
So you think you know your Ashland history? Well, 
if you are a frequent visitor to the Ashland Historical 
Society Museum and/or a Museum member who 
regularly reads the Garland City Gazette, you proba-
bly know your stuff. Find out by taking The Gazette 

Quiz and also give yourself a chance to win a $25 
Museum gift certificate. Send entries to: AHSM, 216 
Main Street West, Ashland, WI 54806. Most correct 
answers wins. Ties will be broken by a drawing from 
winning entries. (Entry deadline: November 15). 

1.  De Padua High 

School closed its doors in 

the spring of 1967. In-

what year did it open? 

    

   A.  1908 

   B.  1918 

   C.  1928 

   D.  1938 

2. Built in 1872, this 

was the first business at 

the corner where Axel’s 

Tool and Saw sits today? 

    
   A.  Vocelka’s Tavern 

   B.  The Band Box 

   C.  The Tackle Box 

   D.  Weed’s Drug Store 

3. Who wrote the early 

history of the area titled, 

“The Lake Superior Coun-

try in History and in    

Story?” 

   A. Joseph Pulitzer 

   B. Guy M. Burnham 

   C. John C. Chapple 

   D. Sam Fifield 

4. Emil Garnich was an 

Ashland pioneer and a 

successful businessman. 

What product was the 

focus of his business? 

  A. Iron ore 

  B. Lumber 

  C. Coal 

  D. Hardware 

5. Who was the      

DePadua High School 

basketball star from 

1947-’50 who was known 

as “Bones”? 

    A.  Reuben Pingel 

    B.  Johnny Simmons 

    C.  Jack Hulmer 

    D.  John Kucinski 

Correct answers, winner of the September 

quiz, will be announced in the December 

Garland City Gazette. 

          Answers to June Quiz: 
     1. The Northern National Bank, below, was 

the first building to stand where Bob’s Factory 

Outlet sits today. 

     2. August Swartz, in 

1887, became the first 

chief of police in        

Ashland’s history. 

    3. Ashland celebrated 

its centennial in 1954. 

    4. Martin Beaser was 

the Ashland pioneer who brought the first  

piano to the shores of Lake Superior. 

    5. Deb Lewis was the first woman to be 

elected mayor of the City of Ashland. 

     June winner: Walt Tafelski, Superior 

Xxxxx Xxxxxxxx 

Coming up: 
 Museum Events 

  Classical music concerts: Sept. 28 to 

feature the music of Wolfgang Amadeus 

Mozart: Performed  by The Garland City Cham-

ber Players, featuring Andrew McInnes, on violin 

& Neil Paynter, on The Beaser Piano; at the Mu-

seum, 216 Main Street West. October & Novem-

ber programs TBA. (Admission free, donations 

welcome). 

Concert times, dates 

3-4 p.m., Saturday, Sept. 28 

3-4 p.m., Saturday, Oct. 26 

3-4 p.m., Saturday, Nov. 16 

Mural Fest & Car Show, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.,   

Sept. 7, between the Court House & Muse-

um, with coffee and cookies outside         

the museum. 

Ashland Historical Society’s Annual meeting:  

6 p.m., Wednesday, Oct. 9 (Open to the  

public; refreshments will be served). 

  The last ghost was a storyboard 
that told of the life of George Rose-
witz who came from Lithuania 
and settled in Ashland. He married 
Elizabeth “Sally” Mockapetras, 
also born in Lithuania and was a 
niece of Elizabeth Mitchell. They 
had a son Vytautas. George ran a 
saloon. He passed away in 1915, 
but his gravestone is very unique 
because his photo is on the stone. 
He is the only one buried there as 
his wife moved away and married 
again. Their son was a professional 
photographer and it is assumed he 
had the photo placed on the stone at 
some point.  

2019 Cemetery Walk  
George Rosewitz 
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 2020  
History Calendar!   

 

Beat the rush into Leap Year! 
This popular item is more than a 
calendar. And in 2020, it’s also 
366 peeks into Ashland’s past. 

Enjoy Ashland’s history a day at 
a time. The 2020 calendar is     

better than ever. It sells for $12 
in the Gift Shop & $15 online. 

   

At the Gift Shop 

   The high school was gutted by fire in 
June of 1917, but was rebuilt and opened to 
students by the end of the year. 
  The Dodd gymnasium was opened in 1937 
and named for Dr. John M. Dodd, one of 
Ashland’s most beloved citizens. The gym 
remains one of the largest and nicest in the 
area. 
  The Latimer Building for manual arts 
opened in 1923 with the help of a generous 
monetary donation by lumber baron 
Charles Latimer. Besides manual arts clas-
ses, the building also contained the music, 
art, agriculture and home economics clas-
ses. 
  The cafeteria was located on the second 
floor of the Latimer building and the smell 
of freshly baked bread would permeate the 
building. The brownstone building served 
students grades 7-12 and even housed the 
older grade-school children until the new 
grade school additions were opened in 
1955. 
  The ceiling fell down more than once, the 
last time being April 28, 1970. A new high 
school was built and opened in 1973 and 
the old high school became the middle 
school for grades 6-8. The failure to keep 
up the building led to the grand old lady 
being torn down over the 1990-1991 school 
year. 
  A new middle school building was built 
on the grounds of the old high school and 
the Latimer building has had several addi-
tions. 
  The football field has remained the same 
with some renovations to keep it viable. 
Originally called the Hornets, then Yellow 

Jackets and Purgolders, the schools nick-
name was changed to Oredockers in 1947, 
thanks to the suggestion of Jim Goeltz.  
  Many rivalry games, mostly in basketball, 
were held between the Bruins of De Padua 
and the Oredockers. The day the Dodd gym 
was dedicated, the two high schools faced 
each other in a basketball game. 
  The AHS school paper was called the Pur-
ple and Gold, as was the yearbook, but the 
yearbook name was changed to Wawata, 
which means Northern Lights. 
  De Padua high school opened in 1928 in 
four classrooms at the St. Agnes academy, 
known as the little white school and moved 
into the high school building in 1929 with 
Sister M. Jerome in charge.  
   Located at 208 Front Street East, De Pad-
ua had two large outside staircases. 
   The auditorium on the third floor was 
host to many music and drama performanc-
es and sometimes movies were shown for a 
small admittance. Ashland and De Padua 
high schools had stellar music programs 
that earned many awards over the years and 
more than once, combined to give joint 
performances. 
  The De Padua gym building still stands 
and is used for grades 6-8. Sometimes the 
gym was opened for roller skating. The    
De Padua graduates are immortalized with 
their class pictures hanging in the social 
hall of the church.  
  St. Mary’s school in Odanah, Holy Family 
Grade School and St. Agnes Grade School 
were the feeder schools for De Padua. After 
completing eighth grade, some students 
chose to go to AHS, but many stayed with 
the Franciscan-run school system.  
  The nuns were strict and kept order one 
way or another. Couples were not allowed 
to go steady and one year there were uni-

forms consisting of a navy box-pleated skirt 
to be worn with a blouse or sweater for the 
girls. Hall monitors could ask the girls to 
kneel on the floor if the skirts looked too 
short. The skirt hems had to touch the floor. 
  School at De Padua started with a morning 
mass across the highway at St. Agnes 
Church. If you were taking Holy Commun-
ion, you fasted. After Mass, the cafeteria 
served rolls and donuts for 10 cents and hot 
chocolate for a nickel, so you could start 
your day on a sugar high. The cafeteria was 
in the social hall and folks might remember 
Winnie, Stella and Tyne, the cooks for 
many years who served delicious meals to 
the students.  
  De Padua ran continually until 1967 when 
it was torn down. Part of the school ceiling 
fell down during the mid-1960s, which in 
part led to the closure announced by the 
bishop in March of 1967. He cited increas-
ing operational costs and rehabilitation 
costs. In 1967 there were 51 graduates in 
the 39th and last class. Most of the students 
then went to Ashland High School and 
some to Ondossagon. 
  The De Padua News was the school paper 
and the De Paduan yearbook was always 
done very well, with an effort to include 
everyone in a photo or two. The 1936 year-
book was also a history of the church and 
schools in honor of St. Agnes Church’s 
Jubilee.  
  The two high schools survived the rivalry 
with sports and other activities and now 
some classes even share class reunions.  
  Whether remembering sneaking over dur-
ing the day to Charlie’s Store or down to 
The Sweet Shop, memories of high school 
days remain an important part of the past 
and the museum works to preserve those 
memories for the future.  

Schools 
Continued from Page 4 
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