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Ashland’s Movers & Shakers: Frederick Prentice 

Arriving in Ashland in  
February of 1855, Frederick 
Prentice was not one of the 
Boys of 1872, but he was 
definitely a mover and 
shaker in the area. 
Frederick Prentice was born 
in what is now Toledo, 
Ohio on December 6, 1822 

to Joseph and Eleanor  
Prentice, the first white boy 
born there.  As a young 
man, he had to support his 
invalid father and mother. 
An article in the Ashland 
Weekly News from June 6, 
1888 gives a look into what 
he had to do to help his 
family. His father had some 
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Artesian Well Water Remains a Favorite 

In the mid 1600s, the 
area west of what is 
now the city limits of 
Ashland was once 
called Equadon            
(E- QUAY-don) by the 
Native Americans who 
were living on the south 
shore of Chequamegon 
Bay. Equadon was   
centered on Fish Creek 
and its sloughs, but also 
stretched across the south 
shore of the bay. 
Equadon means gathering 
or settlement place at the 
head of the bay. The    
inexhaustible supplies of 
fish and game made the 
head of the bay the     
perfect gathering place. 
The Native Americans 
knew the area as the place 
of many springs and had 
paths leading to Lake  
Superior.  

The land that included 
this settlement became 
part of the land lost in the 
1854 Treaty between the 
U.S. Government and the 
Ojibwe people and was 
purchased in 1857 by 
Captain Joseph Webb.    
It was known as Webb 
Springs and the place of 
flowing wells. He lived 
there for around 25 years 
and was said to run a  
bottling works there. 
Frederick Prentice bought 
the land from Ashland 

County in 1887. At this 
point in time, the land 
extended to the lake. 
Prentice changed the 
name to Prentice Mineral 
Springs and promoted the 
area for its pure water and 
the surrounding year 
round healthful climate. 
He and Dr. C. Richter 
bought  Ferstl’s Bottling 
Works with the idea to 
bottle and distribute the 
artesian well water. Dr. 
Richter  
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Coming up  
at the Museum:  

Concerts at the Museum:  
Garland City Chamber Players  
Performances—Free and feature the 
historic Beaser Piano on the third 
Saturday of the month from 3-4pm 
on March 21, April 18 and May 16. 

On behalf of the museum board and 
volunteers, I would like to issue a 
heartfelt thank you for the outpouring 
of support given to the Ashland      
Historical Society and Museum 
(AHSM) through our annual fund 
drive and appeal to members. It is 
gratifying to know that our supporters 
value what we do at the museum to 
preserve Ashland’s history. We will 
do our best to insure your support is 
well-founded.  Your partnerships with 
the AHSM are what make us able to 
continue.  Another thank you goes out 
to the volunteers who man the        
museum on a daily basis. Their talents 
are crucial to keeping the museum  
going as well.  
 
What’s New at the Museum 
We have several new displays at the 

museum for folks to view that include 
the hand plane exhibit, the gas station 
exhibit and an updated military display 
as well as displays at the Vaughn  
Public Library and the Ashland       
Enrichment Center.  We have added to 
our Way Back Wednesday photo in 
the Ashland Daily Press with historical 
tidbits. The Music at the Museum   
concerts continue to be a gift to all 
who attend. They are the third        
Saturday of the month at 3pm.  
 
Chili Warms Our Hearts 
Our annual Chili Feed was a huge   
success and it was a nice night with 
lots of hungry customers! We          
appreciate the donations and           
volunteers who ran the show. 
Follow us on Facebook, Instagram and 
our web page. 

Grateful Thanks for the Support 

Thank you to the Ashland Rotary 
Club Board and members of the  
Rotary for the “Community Building 
Grant” presented to the Ashland  
Historical Society Museum in  
December 2019 after applying in  
November.  Supporting the future of 
the Museum and preserving the past 
of our great City of Ashland is fore-
most in our upgrading of technology, 
which your grant will be assisting us 
in accomplishing.  With our  
appreciation—The Ashland Historical 
Society Museum Board of Directors 

Winter 2020 Display 

Reminders of our Military Past 

Civil War to Present 
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Nov 2019–Feb 2020 Donors, 
Mary Asbach 
Dick and Barbara Barry 
John and Denise Beirl 
Mark and Pat Belknap 
Marilyn E. Benson 
Gabriele Block 
Dan and Kathy Bloss 
David and Rebecca Bretting 
Eugene and Cheryl Brinker 
Linda and Edward Calhan 
Gwen and Dennis Carey 
Robert and Ann Carlson 
Nancy Casperson 
Jeffrey Cate 
Floyd and Jean Deeth 
Mary Jean Doane 
John and Sandra Dusenbery 
Devan and JoAnn Dutra 
Vicki and John Galik 
Ann and Dan Green 
John and Helen Hoar 
Carole Huhn 
Nancy Hubbs 
Gary and Margaret Janecek 
Robert and Rosemary Janigo 
Pauline Jauquet 
Karen S. Johnson 
Frank H. Kettinger 
Robert and Shelby Klamerus 
Heiki Knoke 
Raymond and Sue Koch 
Dr. A.A. Koeller 
Rita and John Kovach 
Carlo and Chris Kumpula 
Gayle A. Larson 
David Lindgren 
David Lindstrom 
Tom and Bev Mackie 
Patrick and Terri Miller 
Ed and Maribeth Monroe 
Barbara Jean Prentice Moore 
Donald and Patricia Moore 
Claire and Sheila Mitchell 
Alice Nelson 
Bruce and Sandra Nelson 
Kim and Derek Ogle 
Rita and Bob Olson 
Joan Smiles Orozco 
Thomas Osredkar 
Lolene and Ken Pacholke 
Donald C. Persons 
Thomas Podlesny 
Elizabeth Preston 
Rachel Sundberg Rahja 
Carol Reneau 
Sam and Karolyn Solberg 
Scott Stroshane 
Barbara and Leonard Suminski 

In Honor of: Given by: 

Bob and Marge Mateofsky Ron and Katherine Stroshane 

Tory Stroshane Don and Connie Chase 

Charles and Eleanor Pratt Judy Pratt 

Astrid Berthiaume John and Helen Hoar 

In Memory of: Given by: 

Ardath and Madeline Garnich Pam Brien 

Ray and Therese Stroshane Ron and Katherine Stroshane 

Sig and Cap Holter Patra Holter 

Judy Pospychalla Pat Pospychalla 

Pat Onderak Tory and Jim Stroshane 

Eugene Juoni Bill and Janet Spear 

Holly K. Nemec Nemec Insurance Agency 

Pat Onderak Leonard and Barbara Suminski 

Patrick Onderak Patricia Lindholm 

Kathryn and Les Yankee Tom and Betty Yankee 

Bea and Tom Woods Tom and Betty Yankee 

Constance Tarasewicz Reimer Carol Suminski 

Bernard and Jean Josephson Peter and Jana VanEvera 

Duane and LaVonne Bloomquist Diane C. Pomerenke 

Waino and Esther Bloomquist Diane C. Pomerenke 

William John "Bill" Chingo Leonard and Barbara Suminski 

Conrad Johnson Ruth A. Lundquist 

Donald (Bundy) Peterson Donna M. Peterson 

Klaus Berghahn Catherine Meschievitz 

1968 Ashland High School Classmates John and Sandra Dusenbery 

Harry and Marian Bishop Rostollan Nancy Rostollan 

Helen Papadakis Beecher Georganne Beecher 

Clarence V. and Lillian Olson Christine Misewich 

Ray and Libby Rikkola Deborah Davis 

Frank J. Myott Mary Myott 

William John "Bill" Chingo Dan McDougall 

Richard (Dick) Sundberg Richard and Vicki Chvala 

John Donahue Jan and Wayne Cameron 

Bertrand B. Anderson Lorraine V. Anderson 

Frank J. Myott Aaron Myott 

Gerald F. Gurske Family and Friends 

Harry and Virginia Brinker Georgia G. Battermann 

Richard (Dick) Anderson Gail Anderson 

Carol Suminski 
Glenn and Carole Samuelson 
Pat and Steve Schraufnagel 
Ron and Brenda Schwiesow 
Rhonda Sundberg 
Rick Sundberg 
Robin Sundberg 
Glenn and Nancy Teppo 

Danielle and Ryan Vanderscheuren 
Stewart VandeZande 
Paul and Ellen VanPernis 
Richard and Patricia VanRemortal 
Daniel and Vicky Westlund 
John and Bonnie Westman 
Rosaline Wilhelm 
Fran Zepczyk 
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managed the Ashland  
 
Mineral Springs Water Company 
for about ten years. Around 1890, 
the water was analyzed for its   
mineral content and found to be 
equal to the famed Bethesda water 
of Waukesha, WI. Before the city 
created a safe water system for 
homes, the water at the park was 
recognized to be safe to drink and 
townsfolk took water away in con-
tainers and it was also sold by the 
Texter Brothers for 5 cents a gallon 
for home use in an effort to avoid 
typhoid, diphtheria and smallpox 
instead of drinking water from the 
lake where sewage waste went into 
the lake water. The streetcars ran 
close to the park, making it an easy 
trip out and back. At one time, the 
Hotel Chequamegon was using 70 
gallons of the artesian water per 
day. 

Sanitarium Gone Before Opened 
In July of 1891, a stock company 
was formed with a capital stock of 
$30,000 for a sanitarium at Prentice 
Springs. W. M. Tomkins and    
Frederick Prentice were among the 
most interested parties. Prentice 
donated a site for the construction 
and Dr. Charles Booth, who was 
the former superintendent of the 
Northern Hospital for the Insane in 
Winnebago, WI was to be the     
superintendent of The Booth Medi-
cal and Surgical Sanitarium at the 
Prentice Park location.  They were 
counting on the fame of the artesian 
mineral water and excellent local     

       climate for restoring health to 
attract people. The sanitarium was 
planned as a huge 3-1/2 story  
building with a 105 foot long base, 
the main floor was to be built of 
brownstone and the upper two 
floors of wood. It was to have an 
elevator, complete plumbing, a   
recreation hall, electric and gas 
lighting and fire protection and 
would have used a hydraulic ram to 
supply water from one of the larger 
springs in the park. Unfortunately 
the building burned to the ground in 
1893, one month before it was to 
open. It was not rebuilt due largely 
to the panic of 1893. 
 
Part of Great Divide Watershed 
It is said that at one time there were 
100 artesian wells in the 
Chequamegon Bay area. The      
artesian wells are part of a large 
watershed that originates at the 
Great Divide, near Mellen, WI and 
is about twenty miles wide. The 
sandstone outcroppings, called an 
aquifer, absorb ground water and it 
then moves downward towards 
Lake Superior.  The water builds up 
pressure as it travels downward and 
it bubbles up through a natural   
passage or is tapped by pipes to 
bring the water to the surface. Some 
of the wells bubble up from under-
water. Several artesian wells can 
still be seen along the shoreline of 
the bay. An article by Max Knake 
from 1953 claimed the park had 22 
flowing wells that were found to 
have a year round temperature of 
40°F.  The park lagoon is fed by 
many springs which makes it a 

wonderful habitat for waterfowl. 
Today, two popular city wells for 
gathering water for home use are 
located at the east side boat landing 
and at Maslowski Beach.  

City of Ashland Gifted with the 
Park of Wells 
The park underwent different   
ownerships that included the   
Charcoal Iron Company. They 
erected a pump over one spring to 
use in their plant, but the water 
proved to have too high a mineral 
count. The Ashland Street Car 
Company and J. S. Ellis also were 
owners and around 1902, Charles 
Eshert bought the park where he 
operated a German Beer Garden 
and held German Saenger Fests. 
Thanks to the generous donation of 
land from Lars Boisen, Allan Pray 
and Walter Hodgkins, the city of 
Ashland became the owners of   
approximately 67 acres of park in 
1921. Eventually, the city was able 
to acquire the rest of what makes up 
the 135 acres of parkland. 

               Continued on Page 5 



The Bright Spot By Jim Goeltz 

 Before I get into the meat of this article I want 
to say a few words about my friend Don Larson.  Don 
graduated from Ashland High in 1948.  I was notified 
of his passing in early December.  For years I have 
been coming to Ashland over the July Fourth holiday 
and would make it a point to see Don.  We’d have a 
cup together and open a few footlockers and tell a few 
lies, as veterans do.  Don was the last member of the 
1948 basketball team to pass on.  We had some good 
conversations after we both retired.  I’ll miss him.  
My condolences to his wife Nancy and Don’s         
relatives. 
 As far back as I can remember 
Dad and the Bright Spot had done 
great business from the train crews.   
The crew, arriving on the morning 
0910 passenger train from Chicago, 
would walk down the 100 yards from 
the depot to the Bright Spot.   The 
crew would include some of the     
conductors, the news agents, the   
Pullman porters, and the dining car 
waiters.  I presume that news agents 
were supposed to sell reading material.  
However, their main business came 
from selling passengers a pillow on 
which to rest their head, especially on 
overnight train rides.  These agents 
always had a fresh supply of clean  
pillow slips on hand. 
        In Ashland, the Crystal Laundry 
on Third Street must have had a deal 
with the agents because their truck 
always met the morning train from 
Chicago, received the dirty pillow 
slips, washed them and brought them 
back to the train by 5pm.  I remember 

when Bernie Roguski had bought the laundry,        
renamed it the Snow-White Laundry, and had the 
same deal with the agents.  One day Bernie was late 
with his delivery and he drove his truck all the way to 
Saxon where he met the train and delivered the slips.  
The news agent was quite disturbed because he hadn’t 
received the pillow slips.  But he was pleased when 
Bernie was waiting for him at the Saxon depot. 
       During summer the news agents would sell a lot 
of soda pop.   They would come down to the Bright 
Spot and order Coca-Cola and other flavors by the 
case.   When I was old enough to deliver their order 

by wagon they would give me a tip.  
Then I got wise and charged them         
5-cents a case for delivery.  Back then 
Claude Butkee delivered Coke and 
Coke products.  When I had a big order 
of over 10 cases, Claude would drop 
them off at the depot for me.  Then I’d 
wheel them to the news agent on the 
train with the big four-wheel baggage 
cart. 
 After 1930, when Dad acquired 
the 10-acre farm on the end of 8th Ave-
nue west and began raising chickens, he 
did a good business of selling dressed 
spring chickens to the dining car man-
ager.   The porters and conductors from 
the train in the morning would come 
down for a soda or buy a newspaper. 
 About an hour after the morning 
train arrived a switch engine would 
come from the Northwestern round-
house on 22nd Avenue East and pull 
the train to the yards where the coaches 
were cleaned and made ready for the 
evening run to Chicago. 

Those were the 
days! 

Dad and I on the stoop on 
the south side of the store.  

I sat here many times  
watching the trains come 

and go and the traffic move 
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Judge Henry Laughlin 
gave $1000 towards     

purchasing more land for improving the bathing beach 
at the lake location and it was known as Laughlin 
Beach until the city renamed it Maslowski Beach in 
1938 for Charles Maslowski, long time park            
superintendent. The beach was also known as both 
Sandbar Beach and the West End Bathing Beach.  
Currently Maslowski Beach has three artesian wells. 
The one most folks will remember from their child-
hood is the concrete wishing well built in 1957. It had 
several waterspouts so bathers could grab a cold, fresh 
drink of water after swimming and hanging out at the 

beach.  Coins were at the bottom, but there was also a 
metal grate that prevented anyone from climbing in.  
New well dug 
In May of 2015, the DNR told the city they would 
have to close the east most artesian well, as the     
wellhead was too close to the lake and the high water 
levels were a contamination threat to the well. The 
Ashland Police Department started a fund drive to 
raise the $25,000 needed to drill and replace the old 
well. Their fund drive was successful and on May 4, 
2016, Melin Well Drilling started on a new well. The 
result was a well that was 105 feet deep with about 
150 gallons of water a minute. 

Continued from Page 4 
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     New Contest & Quiz Winner 

Community Collection Nook display Winter 2020 of wood 
working tools, topic is hand planes from Dr. VanPernis. 

The Ashland Historical Society Museum is 
sponsoring a contest to see how many people 
stop at the artesian well in a day and how 
many containers are filled with well water. 

Our Museum plans to hold a 50-50 raffle later 
this spring. We plan to count the number of 
people, cars and containers that come to the 
artesian well at Maslowski Beach for the water 
during an 8 hour period on a weekday. We 
plan on doing the count around the first of 
May. We will count the number of vehicles, 
the number of people and the number of     
containers they fill. 

The cost to enter will be $5.00 and can be   
purchased at the Ashland Historical Society 
Museum at 216 Main Street West, Ashland, 
WI.  Give us your best guess! There will be 
three winners: the contestants that come     
closest to the number of vehicles, people and 
containers. 

For those that are not familiar with the well it 
is west of town on Highway 2.  It has also been 
known as the West End Beach or the Sandbar. 

wood that Frederick took to sell as 
fuel to the steamboat captains on 
the Maumee River. One captain 
took advantage of the young man 
and forced him to take 50 cents 
under the going price. Desperate 
for the money, young Prentice 
took the deal, but vowed to come 
back to get even with the river  
pirate. 
 
Going into the woods near his 
home to find a deer to feed his 
family, young Prentice shot a buck 
with a blunderbuss made for him 
by an old blacksmith and had to 
trail it for quite awhile. He        
finished off the buck and skinned 
and dressed it. It was too late to go 
back home, so he elevated the 
buck in a tree and found a spot to 
rest for the night in a nearby tree. 

Timber wolves smelled the buck 
and came around, Prentice shot 
two, which chased away the 
wolves, but they came back fifty 
in number. He shot what he could 
and at daybreak, after listening to 
their howling most of the night, he 
saw he had shot 27 wolves, which 
netted him $270 for the bounty on 
the wolves. 
 
Ten days later, he stood at the 
landing, waiting for the steamboat 
captain to appear. Prentice had 
bought up all the wood from the 
local woodsmen and he sold the 
wood to the captain for twice the 
going price. He got even with the 
captain and entered into contracts 
with the woodsmen to buy all their 
wood and thus came to have a  
monopoly at that landing by the 

time he was 18. He invested in 
land and timber, built a sawmill, 
then selling the land to settlers  
after he had taken the timber.  He 
also was an interpreter for traders 
and Indian agents. 
 
By the time Prentice was twenty, 
he had married his first wife Mary 
Ann Hicks and they had a son,  
Joseph. His wife died in 1844 and 
he then married Sarah Ann     
Maddocks. They had a daughter 
Mary Elda and a son Frederick 
Ashley. Sarah died in 1853.    
Frederick then married Mary Jane 
Parks. They had a son Charles. 
Frederick’s fourth and last wife 
was Lydia Amanda Stillwell 
whom he married in 1885, when 
she was 39 and he was 63. 

Continued on Page 7 
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Ashland’s Movers & Shakers: Frederick Prentice  

Continued from Page 1 

Winner of the 

December Gazette quiz 

is Caroline C. Basley! 
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Prentice left Ohio for the California 
Gold Fields in 1849, where he was 
successful making money. He came 
to Madeline Island in February of 
1855 for health reasons. He saw 
opportunity and took it in the form 
of buying land on the east shore of 
Chequamegon Bay and creating a 
trading post with partners David 
Lusk of New York, George Stuntz 
of Superior and Captain John    
Daniel Angus of Ontonagon. They 
built a dock and with the help of 
Dr. Edwin Ellis, created the Bay 
City town site (near the current site 
of the Wisconsin Central ore dock 
base). At this time, Prentice also 
discovered the sandstone/
brownstone cliff on the northwest 
shore of the bay and bought the  
surrounding land called Prospect 
Point and had it platted. He         
renamed it Houghton after Dr. 
Douglas Houghton, explorer and 
geologist. The panic of 1857 forced 
his plans to be set aside and he    
returned to Ohio where he ran a 
nursery and got involved in the oil 
business with oil interests in Ohio, 
Pennsylvania and Peru, too. His 
sons worked with him. By 1870, he 
was in New York where he was 
listed as a merchant.  
 
Prentice returned to the 
Chequamegon Bay area in 1887 
where he formed and incorporated 
the Prentice Brownstone Company 
with officers Edwin Ellis, Eugene 
Shores, Cassins M. Hamilton and 
George H. Barr. Prentice set to 
work building his quarry with a 
sawmill for stone and one for    
lumber. He had workers quarters, a 
general store and a blacksmith 
shop. He was employing 100 men 
by 1888 and over 200 men by 1890. 
The brownstone was shipped to 
New York, Chicago and other large 
cities as well as used locally for 

building and also for the 
breakwall in the bay.  In 1887, 
Prentice also developed his 

lands in the city of Ashland in and 
around the avenue named for him. 
He graded the avenue, making  
sidewalks and building a number of 
neat cottages for rent. 
 
Prentice also bought land on the 
Islands of Madeline, Stockton and 
Cat where he harvested timber. In 
about 1891, he bought Hermit    
Island, known as Wilson’s Island. 
He had a quarry there, too. In 1895, 
he built a ‘cottage’ on Hermit     
Island for his young wife, but she 
did not want to live in it and so   
Cedar Bark Cottage was used as a 
resort for some years. Prentice also 
owned a steamer yacht called the 
Sadie, often captained by Percy 
Beaser. 
 
One thing that Prentice was known 
for was the huge monolith obelisk 
that was quarried at Houghton. It 
was 10 feet square at the base and 
four feet square at the top and was 
115 feet in length, weighing over 
400 tons. His idea was to have the 
state of Wisconsin send it to the 
1893 Chicago Worlds Fair. At this 
time, the panic of 1893 ended the 
project and made it too costly to 
ship down the lakes to Chicago. 
Eventually four smaller monoliths 
in the form of an Ojibwe Chief, a 
Wisconsin Badger and two African 
Americans were sent and the huge 
monolith was cut up to be used for 
building materials.  While Prentice 
was overseeing his interests in the 
area, he boarded at both the Hotel 
Chequamegon and #1 Fifield Place.  
 
In about 1887, Frederick Prentice 
bought the property called Webb 
Springs on the far west of the city 
of Ashland. Formerly owned by 
Captain Joseph Webb, who bought 
it in 1857, the 135 acres would 
come to be known as Prentice   

Mineral Springs and eventually 
Prentice Park. Prentice and Dr. C. 
Richter bought the Ferstl’s Bottling 
Works and planned to bottle the 
artesian well water for marketing. 
 
Due to an error in registering the 
deed for the park, Prentice was 
forced to give over ownership of 
half the park to Harry Beaser. 
Charles Eschert became the park 
owner in 1903.  Another enterprise 
built by Prentice at the eastern edge 
of Prentice Park in the 1880s was a 
bordello that had outbuildings to 
protect the privacy of the visiting 
businessmen. After Prentice went 
bankrupt, the structure was sold by 
the county sheriff as a one-family 
home.  In 1955, it became The  
Platter restaurant. 
 
Another lawsuit Prentice was     
involved in was started in 1884 
where he bought land in what is 
now Duluth from Benjamin     
Armstrong.  Prentice claimed he 
owned a large portion of the city of 
Duluth. Chief Buffalo was          
authorized to select a section of 
land from the Treaty of 1854. He 
requested that Benjamin Armstrong 
get the patent, as he was the Chief’s 
adopted son. Armstrong had made a 
quick claim to Prentice, but      
Armstrong had also conveyed land 
to other parties. That case went 
back and forth for several years. 
The end result was Prentice lost his 
claim to part of Duluth.  
 
By 1900, Prentice had gone     
bankrupt, so he returned to New 
York City. He sold the quarry at    
Houghton in 1906. He eventually 
gained back his millions and was 
the president of a mining company 
(gold mine) in 1910.  His wife  
Lydia died in 1912 and Frederick 
died on March 16, 1913.  He is bur-
ied at Willow Cemetery in Oregon, 
Lucas County, Ohio along side his 
first two wives and his parents. 
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Prentice... 
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Email: museum@ashlandwihistory.com 

Website: http://ashlandwihistory.com 

We’re on the 
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ashlandwi 

history.com 
 

(Membership includes family or single member. Includes the quarterly 

“Garland City Gazette” newsletter and 10 percent off of Museum    

Gift Shop purchases.) 

Member Name: _____________________________________________ 

 

Street Address: _____________________________________________ 

 

City: ___________________________ State: ________ Zip: __________ 

 

Telephone: ________________________  

 

E-mail:  ___________________________________________________ 

Membership is $15 Per Calendar Year, donations, memorials and 

honoring individuals is gratefully accepted. 

Membership enclosed:  $_________ Donation enclosed: $__________ 

Memorials or Honoring:  $_________ Circle which one being used. 

Name (s)   __________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________ 

Ashland Historical Society 
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Thank you to 
Heart 

Graphics 
 for printing 
this issue of  
The Garland  
City Gazette. 

Find us on 
Facebook 


