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Lewis Cass Wilmarth 

Ashland’s Movers & Shakers 

  Lewis Cass Wilmarth was born 
in Rhode Island on Oct. 15, 1833, 
the son of Stephen and Hannah 
(Wade) Wilmarth. He was named 
after Lewis Cass of Michigan. 
  He graduated from East Green 

Academy in 1852 and spent one 
year at Oberlin College before 
joining a group to try to hold 
Kansas as a union state. 
  Wilmarth was married to Caro-
line Warren Whiting in Kansas 
on Aug. 12, 1860. She was born 

Continued on Page 4 
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Wilmarth name forever etched in city 

By Tory Stroshane 
AHSM President 

The Great Floods 

The 
Flood    

of 1926 
It left a 

swath of 

damage on 

Ashland’s 

Bay City 

Creek.  

Destroyed 

by the flood 

were the 

Second 

Street 

bridge and 

street car 

tracks east 

of Stuntz 

Avenue. 

The old days were wetter and wilder 
    
 
    
   The floods of the past few 
years have nothing on earlier 
area floods. 
  It seems that the same rivers 

overflow their banks and cause 
destruction over and over.  
  Spring and summer flooding 
has always been a worry, but 
in April of 1888, it was an-
nounced in the newspaper that 
the high waters of the Bad 

River and its tributaries were 
receding due to colder weath-
er, but rains could change that 
in a hurry. A similar situation 
was reported in March of  
 
  

By Tory Stroshane 
AHSM President 



Mission 

Statement 

 

The Ashland Historical 

Society, a non-profit 

volunteer organization 

promotes the 

appreciation of local 

history and pride of 

community through a 

visual connection to the 

past by collecting and 

preserving 

memorabilia and 

artifacts, stories and 

traditions and by 

functioning as an 

educational resource. 
 

Ashland Historical Society 

Board of Directors 
 

Tory Stroshane, President 

Elizabeth Preston, Vice Pres. 

Barbara Suminski, Treasurer 

Amy Tromberg, Secretary 

Jan Cameron 

Jeff Cate 

Mary Gruper 

Bob Klamerus 

Rita Kovach 

Ed Monroe 

Glenn Samuelson 

Sam Solberg 

Jon Walworth 

 

Museum Manager 
 

Richard J. Pufall 

 Special events, changes 

help warm up a cold winter 

W 
e at the Ashland His-
torical Society and 
Museum have been 
busy moving around 

and organizing resources.   
  A donation of two cabinets from 
the Ashland School District that 
were made by the Technology Edu-
cation students from some years ago 
has provided for better access to our 
local resource books and yearbooks. 
They are indexed for easy research-
ing. 
                      Keeping it Civil 
  We held a cooperative presentation 
with the Friends of the Vaughn Li-
brary on January 22 on the life of 
Civil War Col. Hans Christian Heg. 
Our board member Sam Solberg 
portrayed Col. Heg. Ginny Pederson led the 
singing of songs of the era, while Sam’s 
wife Karolyn Solberg played music from 
the era on the Beaser piano. Karolyn also 
demonstrated on a mannequin the way 
women of the era dressed. The mannequin 
she named Scarlett is on display at the mu-
seum. 
                     A chilly Chili Feed 
  An unexpected snowstorm necessitated the 
postponement of the Second Annual Chili 
Feed fundraiser at the museum from Feb. 7 
to Feb 9. Thanks to a generous donation 
from Kwik Trip and other donations, every-
thing we took in was much-needed profit. 
Many thanks go to the volunteers who 
worked to pull this together. 
                     Cemetery Walk 
  We are making plans for the annual Ceme-
tery Walk, which will be held on July 4 at 
St. Agnes Cemetery this summer. It promis-
es to be another successful set of ghost sto-
ries. 
  Coming events at the museum include a 
genealogy workshop that will be held 
March 23 and 30 from 10-12 at a cost of 
$25. Call 715-682-4911 to pre-register. 
                 The Ed &Tom Shows 
   Board member and former mayor Ed 
Monroe will do a presentation on Ashland’s 

Waterfront at 7 p.m. on April 11. And re-
tired teacher Tom Gerstenberger will pre-
sent a program on the brownstone quarries 
and Ashland brownstone buildings at 7 p.m. 
on May 7. These two programs are free, 
with donations appreciated. Gerstenberger 
was a science and math teacher at AHS 
from 1961-1966. 

President’s Corner 
 By Tory Stroshane 
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The second annual Chili Feed at the       
Museum was a huge hit, even though a 

snowstorm caused a two-day delay. 

Board member Sam Solberg and his 
wife Karolyn teamed up with Ginny 

Pederson to celebrate the life of  
Civil War Col. Hans Christian Heg.  



Page 3 2019 Donors: First Quarter 
Dick & Barbara Barry  

Georganne Beecher  

John & Denise Beirl  

Dan and Kathy Bloss  

Scott & Ann Bochler Barbara Jean Prentice Moore 

Myron Brose Don & Patricia Moore 

Robert Bublitz Mary Myott 

Phil & Sue Cardin Ida Nemec 

Dennis & Gwen Carey Derek & Kim Ogle  

Robert & Ann Carlson Pat Onderak  

Don & Connie Chase Joan Smiles Knight Orozco 

Bill & Sue Dandeneau Donald C. Persons 

Floyd & Jean Deeth David & Diane Pozarski 

Mary Jean Doane R. Donald & Alice Schmidt 

Joan Frasier June Sellung 

Doris Hanson Howard & Mary Strom 

John & Helen Hoar Gerald & Faye Strome 

Robert Klamerus Carol Suminski 

Raymond & Sue Koch Jane & Margaret Tolliver 

David Lindgren Ryan & Danielle Vanderscheuren 

Tom & Bev Mackie Peter & Jana Van Evera 

Sharon Manthei John White 

Jim & Lynn Mitchell Tom & Betty Yankee 
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Memorable Moments 

1928. Rapidly melting snows in spring 
also increase the dangers of flooding.  In 
this article, we focus on some of the 
historic floods of days past. 
   The Bad and White rivers have a his-
tory of flooding and one of the worst 
floods took place in April of 1909 after 
two days of heavy rain.  Rushing water 
washed out the White River power plant 
and caused the dam at White River to 
fail, which sent a huge wave of water 
headed directly at Odanah, carrying de-
struction in its wake.  
   The nuns at St. Mary’s received a 
phone call from the Ashland Light and 
Power Company, warning them of the 
potential disaster and they in turn called 
the Stearns Lumber Company to help 
spread the word of the impending dan-
ger. 
   The railroad bridge and other bridges 
were swept away at Odanah and 
Stearn’s Lumber had 5,000,000 feet of 
lumber washed away.  
   Water was up to the roof tops of 
homes in the White River Valley and six 
bridges were torn out on the Marengo 
River. Families were marooned and no 
trains could get into Ashland. The rains 
caused the state fish ponds near Bayfield 
to overflow and were nearly destroyed 
and millions of fish were washed into 
the lake. 
   Labor Day weekend in 1941 was the 
scene of major flooding in Wisconsin 
and in our area the flooding of the Bad 
and White Rivers again caused major 
damage as they rushed toward Lake Su-
perior. 
   Typhoid was a worry and at Odanah, 
150 persons were inoculated against the 
illness, most of whom were left home-
less in the wake of the flooding. Two 
hundred families had to be evacuated 
from Odanah. 
   Soo Line crews hustled to restore the 
damaged tracks so the ore needed for the 
war effort could get to the ore docks and 
restore access to the Du Pont plant in 
Barksdale. Many roads were washed 
out, isolating communities. 

   Perhaps the flood of July 16 and 17, 
1942 holds the most memorable account 
of flood damage. The whole 
Chequamegon Bay area had severe dam-
age, but the Evergreen Cemetery in Bay-
field had caskets and various body parts 
washing down the hills.  
   Large boulders were sent crashing into 
businesses and up to five feet of sand 
into the streets and burying doorways in 
Bayfield.  
   In June of 1946, rain and flooding 
once again hit the area, with Mellen and 
Ashland being hit the hardest. The Sec-
ond Street bridge over Stuntz Hill was 
washed out as a result of the raging wa-
ter in Bay City Creek. Nine homes in 
the creek were destroyed. 
   The flood left an estimated 1,000 
homeless in the area. Although the 
White River dam held, the dam at Mel-
len failed and sent water crested five 
feet higher down river to Odanah.  As a 
result, most of the village of Odanah 
was under four feet of water and St. 
Mary’s school was severely damaged by 
the flood. 
   The short bridge at the western city 
limits collapsed just as a car passed over 

it, dumping four men and their car into 
Ante Creek, but they escaped with mi-
nor injuries. 
  Because access to Ashland was cut off 
from vehicle traffic, the post office sent 
5,000 pounds of mail, including a ship-
ment of baby chicks, by boat at Black 
River harbor and first class mail was 
flown from Ironwood to Ashland. All 
railroads were also cut off.  
   At Barksdale, the Du Pont plant had 
several powder houses that washed 
away. And at Camp Galilee near Mel-
len, 20 loaves of bread were air dropped 
for the campers marooned by the rising 
floodwaters. 
   April of 1960 yielded yet another ma-
jor flood for the area. The flood hit 
Odanah and the Bad River area the hard-
est, with the whole village being evacu-
ated to high ground and helicopters were 
employed to drop food and supplies.  
   In Ashland, streets and railroad spur 
lines were ripped up by the floodwaters. 
A crater five-feet wide and 40-feet long 
developed on Front Street and another 
crater closed Second Street.  

Bad, White rivers have history of flooding 
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In April of 1909, after two days of heavy rain, rushing water washed out the White  

River power plant and caused the dam at White River to fail. As a result, a huge wave 

of water engulfed Odanah, carrying massive destruction in its wake. 



 

The Bright Spot By Jim Goeltz 

‘Bones’ poured in the points 

J 
ack “Bones” Hulmer earned four letters in basketball 
while at DePadua High School from 1947-’50.  
   He played for Coach John Mason his first three years 
and as a senior his mentor was Coach James Gallagher. 

As sports editor of the Ashland Daily Press at that time I didn’t 
cover DePadua games; that chore was assigned first to Don 
Miller and then to Ted Baldwin. 
    I saw Jack play first-hand during the 
eight DePadua-Ashland games and a 
few DePadua home games. As a fresh-
man he didn’t see much action as Coach 
Mason’s starting five of Bob Sullivan, 
Ed Brown, Dave Wartman, Bill Schro-
eer and Red Bertheaume saw most of 
the court time.  But Jack managed to see 
playing time in a few games that year 
and would score some points which 
would eventually add to his total over 
four years. 
   In four years Jack became a prolific 
scorer, hitting the nets for around 1,100 
points.  
   As a sophomore he came into his own 
scoring 221 points. That is the season in 
which Coach Mason put a football team 
on the field and Jack immediately aided 
the team as its quarterback. 
     During his remaining three years 
Jack played steadily with teammates 
John Habas, Jack Pero, Tom VanVlack, 
Len Taresewicz, John Donahue and 
Dale Roffers. The football team didn’t 
see many victories but they enjoyed 
themselves. 
   Basketball is where Bones shined and 
as a junior he hit 310 points and his sen-
ior year he scored 502 points. At that 
time in Wisconsin, the results of Catholic high schools – and 
individual performances –  were not recognized by the Wiscon-
sin Interscholastic Athletic Association.  If it – the WIAA – 
had, Jack Hulmer’s 502 points would have eclipsed the record 
of Ashland’s Dick Axness. 
   I don’t know why Jack did not receive the Metternich Trophy 
in 1950. The question remains unanswered.  (Thanks to Jim 
Bradle and Dave Hart who contributed info on Bones.) 
          

                              Oredocker Hall of Fame 
    Several years ago when the Oredocker HOF came into being 
Dr. Fred Tidstrom and this writer were the only members of the 
voting board to have ties with athletes earlier than the 1950s.  
    With Fred’s passing I am the remaining “old-timer” on the 
voting board. 

    It is noted that recent Oredockers who 
have been voted into the HOF are from 
this century. There are many former 
Ashland High athletes from the 20th 
century who are eligible for selection. 
    In 2014 I had submitted recommenda-
tions on Red Marx (1940), Red Nylen 
(1943), and Paul Tomlinson (1944).    
    I would say that it appears Fred and I 
didn’t have the votes from other board 
members to elect these athletes. The 
three I have mentioned are not alone. 
    Back in the 19-teens Doc Chase 
coached football at Ashland High. His 
teams would regularly whip Ironwood, 
Hurley, Bessemer, and the Superior 
schools on the gridiron. That’s way back 
there, folks, when they played with little 
padding and helmets could be folded 
and put in your back pocket. 
    Ironwood would fall to Ashland by 
60, 70, 80 points. Those teams were led 
by Elmer Sanders, Pokey Ellison, Earl 
Goeltz, Percy Sollie, Lloyd Hardy, et al.   
    Coach Elmer Weikal, too, had his 
successful athletes such as Lyle Free-
man, Bob Short, Ikey Gay, Tweet Jen-
sen, Art Hellerud. Walt Steinmetz, Jim 
Ruth, Paul Bruce, to name a few.  
    It takes research on these guys to 
make a recommendation for the HOF.  

But who else on the voting board would know these fellows? I 
see all the current recommendations that are submitted. Most 
are poorly written, not typed. Evidently my votes and recom-
mendations for Marx, Nylen, and Tomlinson are not taken seri-
ously by other voting members.   
   Yes, I’m a bit bitter, but the athletes from the 19-teens, 20s, 
and 30s should be in the Oredocker HOF. Every Metternich 
Trophy winner from 1937 to 1956 should be in the Oredocker 
HOF. 

Museum hours: 10 a.m.-3 p.m., Monday-Friday 

DePadua basketball star was a prolific scorer  
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Page 6 2019 Memorials, Businesses: First Quarter 
In Memory of: Memorial given by: 

Sarah M. Sandin Cathy Meschievitz 

Deceased member of Ashland               

Order of Does 

 

Ashland Order of Does 

Cliff & Betty Barry Pep, Joe & Gary 

Ray & Therese Stroshane Robert Scott Stroshane 

Sarah M. Sandin Caroline Basley 

Liesse Gauthier Patricia Lindholm 

Richard Sundberg John & Rita Kovach 

  

  

  

  

  

  

Calendar Year 2018 
 Business Fund Drive 

A special thank you 
to area businesses 

A to Z Plumbing & Heating Larson Juhl 

American Legion Post No. 90 Moore’s on Main 

Ashland Monday Club Nemec Insurance Agency, Inc. 

Axel’s Saw & Tool North Wisconsin Rod & Gun Club, Inc. 

C.G. Bretting Mfg. Co. Inc. R’s Auto Body, LLC 

Fiorio Investment Planning Services, Inc. River Rock Inn & Bail Shop 

Lake Shore Buses, Inc. Stagecoach 

Lakeside Products, Inc. Xcel Energy 

Lakeview Dental Clinic  
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 Wilmarth also left his mark in Topeka, Kan. 

Memorable Moments  

 
in Maine on March 27, 1835 and 
moved to Kansas, where she met Lew-
is. 
  While he was living in Kansas, he 
helped layout the City of Topeka in 
1860 and worked as a farmer and fruit 
grower on his 160 acres of land. 
   He was a follower of John Brown and 
took part in some border wars, but left 
for Wisconsin one day before the mas-
sacre at Lawrence, Kan. took place.  
  Lewis and Caroline had four daugh-
ters, all born before they moved to 
Ashland in 1872: Mabel, Anna, Estelle 
and Blanche, but only Anna lived to 
adulthood. 
  Once the Wilmarth family moved to 
Ashland, Lewis worked in real estate 
and banking. In 1885, they built a beau-
tiful Georgian Revival style mansion 
on the northeast corner of Seventh   
Avenue West and Sixth Street. 
  Over its 134-year history, after it was 
a private home, the mansion housed the 
Ashland General Hospital, Trinity Lu-
theran Hospital, Memorial Medical 
Treatment Center and the Ashland His-
torical Society Museum. It is on the 
National Register of Historic Places. 
  Anna Wilmarth married Harold Warn-
er and they had two sons. Wilmarth 
built them a home on the southwest 
corner of Third Street West and 
Vaughn Avenue. 
  Lewis Wilmarth owned five business 
blocks in Ashland. He was the mayor 
of Ashland from 1890-1891. He served 
on the Ashland City council, the Ash-
land County Board and the Ashland 
School Board. 
   Around the turn of the 1900s, Henry 
Wildhagen designed the three main 
neighborhood grade schools and the 
one on Fourth Avenue West between 
Ninth and Tenth Streets was named for 
Wilmarth.  
   Lewis Cass Wilmarth died in 1907 
and at the time of his death, his net 
worth was in excess of $200,000. Caro-
line, his wife, died on Feb. 23, 1907.  
 

Continued from Page 1 

Over its 134-year history, the Wilmarth Mansion was a private home, 
Ashland General Hospital, Trinity Lutheran Hospital, Memorial Medi-
cal Treatment Center and the Ashland Historical Society Museum. 

 

 

 

At the turn of the 20th century, Henry Wildhagen designed the three 
main neighborhood grade schools, including this one on Fourth Ave-
nue West, between Ninth and Tenth Streets, named for Wilmarth. 
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The Gazette Quiz 

Winner will earn a $25 Museum gift certificate 
So you think you know your Ashland history? Well, 
if you are a frequent visitor to the Ashland Historical 
Society Museum and/or a Museum member who 
regularly reads the Garland City Gazette, you proba-
bly know your stuff. Find out by taking The Gazette 

Quiz and also give yourself a chance to win a $25 
Museum gift certificate. Send entries to: AHSM, 216 
Main Street West, Ashland, WI 54806. Most correct 
answers wins. Ties will be broken by a drawing from 
winning entries. (Entry deadline: May 15). 

1. Which business was 

considered the last of 

Ashland’s mom & pop 

corner grocery stores? 

    

   A. Kuzzy’s Market 

   B. Kontny’s Store 

   C. The Corner Store 

   D. Bietka’s Store 

2. What ice cream, 

store and restaurant was 

located where Solstice 

Outdoors is today? 

    

   A. The Golden Glow 

   B. The Superior Cafe 

   C. The Brown Derby 

   D. The PIC  

3. Who was the head 

coach of Ashland High 

School’s football team 

that went undefeated in 

1966? 

 

  A. Bob Falk 

  B. Dick Sundberg 

  C. Elmer Weikal 

  D. Bob Naslund 

4. What popular chain 

store was located where 

the Northlakes Communi-

ty Clinic is today? 

   A. Penney’s 

   B. Montgomery Ward 

   C. Macy’s 

   D. Gimbels 

 

5. Because of           

The Great Depression 

Ashland did not have a 

working bank during most 

of this year? 

    

    A. 1955 

    B. 1907 

    C. 1933 

    D. 1962 

Correct answers, winner of the March quiz, 

will be announced in the June 

Garland City Gazette. 

       Answers to December Quiz: 
     1. Terry’s Standard Service Station was located 

at 601 Front Street East, where Little Caesar’s 

Pizza sits today? 

     2. The Chicago & North-

western Railway station was 

located at 423 Seventh Ave-

nue West. 

    3. Aksel Holter owned an 

internationally known and  

respected snow ski manufac-

turing facility in Ashland. 
    4. The Museum’s hand-

carved, wooden Indian stood from 1893-1940 at 

Parsons’ Cigar Store. 
    5. The Chippewa people came to the Ashland 

area at the end of 15th century. 

   December winner: Don Leighton, Superior 

Xxxxx Xxxxxxxx 

New at the Museum 

Ashland's industrial and commercial development revolved around its banks 
and savings institutions, all of which were located in the central business   
district on Second Street West.  

From the late 19th century until 2001, 
the small mom-&-pop corner grocery 
stores ruled in the City of Ashland, in 
the days before the large supermarkets 
moved in and moved the little guys out.  
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 2019  
History Calendar!   

 
Yes, it’s March, but this 

popular item is more than a 
calendar. It’s also 365 peeks 

into Ashland’s past. 
Enjoy Ashland’s history a 

day at a time. The 2019    
calendar is better than ever. 

It sells for $12 in the Gift 
Shop & $15 online. 

   

At the Gift Shop 

Shop 
 online! 

To purchase items from 
the Museum Gift Shop  

go to 
www.ashlandwihistory.com 

and click on  

Gift Shop The Gift Shop offers two bird’s-eye views of Ashland and the 
Chequamegon Bay lakefront from 1886 and 1890. The artistic, suitable- 
for-framing maps give detailed information on old Ashland streets and 

places. The maps sell for $25 in the Gift Shop & $35 online. 

Coming up 
 at the Museum 

  April 11, 7 p.m: Former Ashland mayor 

and Ashland Historical Society board member 

Ed Monroe will offer a presentation on Ash-

land’s historic waterfront. Admission is free. 

  May 7, 7 p.m. Retired teacher Tom       

Gerstenberger will present a program on the 

brownstone quarries and Ashland’s brown-

stone buildings. Admission is free. 

“Color 
Chequamegon 

Bay” is an adult 
coloring book, fea-
turing 40 images of 
Ashland, Washburn 

& Bayfield. The 
book is illustrated 

by Patricia A. 
Hawkenson & Jef-

frey Holvick. It sells 
for $15 in the Gift 

Shop & $19 online.  



10  

 

 

Presorted Standard 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Ashland, WI 

Permit No. 5 

 

Ashland Historical Society 

216 Main Street West 
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THE GARLAND CITY GAZETTE 

Phone: 715-682-4911 

Email: musem@ashlandwihistory.com 

Website: http://ashlandwihistory.com 

We’re on the 
web! 

http://
ashlandwihis

tory.com 
 

 

 

 

Name___________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Street Address____________________________________________________ 

 

 

City ______________________________State__________ ZIP_____________ 

 

 

Phone_________________________ Email_____________________________ 

 

 Enclosed is $____________ 

  Designate your gift:   $_______membership ($15.00) 

     $_______donation 

 

Time to renew your membership? 
 

If you haven’t renewed your annual membership, please remember to do so! 

Ashland Historical Society 

Membership Form 
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Thank you to 
Heart 

Graphics 
 for printing 
this issue of  
The Garland  
City Gazette. 

Find us on 
Facebook 


