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Ashland’s Movers & Shakers 

  Emil Garnich was a successful 
entrepreneur in Ashland who 
belonged to many civic and fra-
ternal organizations as well as sat 
on various boards including one 
for the Northern National Bank.  

  He used his resources to help 
the city of Ashland in many 
ways.  
  Emil was born in Elberfeld, 
Germany on December 10, 1843 
to Johanna Henriette Dueltgen 
and Carl Julius Garnich. Emil’s 

Continued on Page 4 
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Emil Garnich, one of the boys of ’72 

Rod & Gun Club 
                                                                                                                                                              Photo by Ed Monroe 

The Ice-O-Rama Fishing Contest is one of the most popular annual events at the Rod & Gun Club. 

A proud history of doing, giving, caring 

  In the last 117 years a lot has 
changed, but amid all these 
changes the North Wisconsin 
Rod and Gun Club has re-

mained consistent in its views 
of conservation, sportsmanship 
and providing the northland 
area with outdoor opportuni-
ties to its residents and visitors 
to the area. 
  Whether fishing through ice 

or sitting in a boat on 
Chequamegon Bay and its 
surrounding waters, enthusias-
tic lovers of the outdoor sport 
of fishing continue the tradi-
tion revered and conserved by  
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The Ashland Historical 

Society, a non-profit 

volunteer organization 

promotes the 

appreciation of local 

history and pride of 

community through a 

visual connection to the 

past by collecting and 

preserving 

memorabilia and 

artifacts, stories and 

traditions and by 

functioning as an 

educational resource. 
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 Long, cold winter steps aside 

to make way for summer fun 

T 
hings are picking up at the museum 
after a long winter. With the ice   
finally leaving the bay at the end of 
April, we are looking forward to the 
summer visitors and events. 

Scouts troop in 
  We had two Boy Scout troops visit in April 
to view the Boy Scout display in the Commu-
nity case.  The boys wrote 
comments on what they 
liked best and it was the 
Gift Shop and the jukebox. 
The yearbooks were a fa-
vorite, too. 

  On The Waterfront 
  Ed Monroe’s talk on the 
waterfront took place on 
April 25. It was originally 
set for April 11, but we 
had a snowstorm instead.  
  Mr. G and brownstone 

   Tom Gerstenberger, local 
historian and former teach-
er in Ashland, gave a talk 
on May 7 on the area 
brownstone quarries and 
buildings. 

   Getting social 
  Ashland High School 
social studies teacher Rick 
Frostman brought in AHS 
students to view our dis-
plays and see what re-
sources we have available. 

  A shot on goals 
  Our annual goal-setting 
meeting was held May 1 and we set short- and 
long-term goals that we hope to accomplish 
and serve as a review for those we have done. 

   Haydn comes to life 
  The Museum and its guests experienced a 
touch of class on Saturday, May 11 when the 
Big Lake Orchestra performed a concert of 
music by composer Joseph Haydn, titled 
“Party Like it’s 1769. 

  Bill Stokes book review 
  At 3 p.m. on June 12, we will partner with 
the Friends of the Vaughn Library and the 
Northern Great Lakes Visitor Center (to be 
held at the NGLVC) to sponsor a book review 
and signing by author Bill Stokes, who has 
written the book “Margaret’s War.” His book 
is about the POW camps in Wisconsin during 

WWII. 
  Not many know that we 
had one camp near Bay-
field and the prisoners 
helped with the apple har-
vests. Please join us if you 
can. 

Cemetery Walk 
  The annual Cemetery 
Walk will take place at St. 
Agnes Cemetery on July 4  

from 2-4 p.m. We have a 
great lineup of ghosts. Be 
sure to mark your calen-
dars and stop on out at the 
walk. It’s a fun activity to 
do after the parade and 
before the fireworks! 

  Reunions with class 
  There will be several 
class reunions this summer 
and we hope folks will stop 
by the museum to visit and 
talk about school days. 
  The Class of 1969 will 
hold its 50th on August 17. 
Let us know when your 
class might be holding a 

reunion.  
  The newest edition of our “History a Day at a 
Time” calendar is now available. If you 
missed buying the ones from 2019 and 2018, 
there are a few left to purchase. 
  And watch for news about our Ice Cream 
Social, which will be held on August 3. Check 
us out on Instagram, Facebook and our Web 
page.   

President’s Corner 
 By Tory Stroshane 
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  For those of you who have 
made a donation through the 

Facebook page, “Network for 
Good,” the Museum Board of 

Directors wishes to thank you. 

  These donations come to the 
Museum anonymously, so we 

are unable to thank each of 
you personally. 

   There have been eight indi-

viduals who have given dona-
tions and we want to let you 

know that we are grateful for 
the support you are giving to 

the Museum. 

Museum thanks donors from ‘Facebook’ 

Mural, DePadua reunion    
celebrates Catholic history 

  Ashland’s newest historic mural 
holds a special place in the hearts of 
the members of the Catholic Com-
munity. 
  The dedication of the Catholic mu-
ral will be held at 2 p.m. on Satur-
day, June 29 at 511 Main Street East. 
  Following the dedication, all De-
Padua High School alumni and 
friends are welcome to meet at the 
north side of Our Lady of the Lake 
Church for an all-classes picnic and 
reunion. Anyone who attended any 
year at DePadua is invited, including 
the classes of 1968, ’69 and ’70. 
  Contact organizers Kathy Culligan, 
kathyculligan@charter.net, 715-682-
8082 (h), 715-209-4118 (c); or Mary 
Kay Muse, mmaryk@yahoo.com,  
715-682-3819 for details. 
  DePadua opened in 1928 and 
closed its doors with the last graduat-
ing class in the spring of 1967. 
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Dave & Kathy Allen B.L. & Nancy Jens 

James & Jean Bellefeuille Kathleen Johnson 

Judith E. Bickel William F. Johnson 

Hilding Branzell James Kaziukewicz 

Dianne Buelow Dr. A.A. Koeller 

Jeff Cate Dianne Koosed 

Linda Dahl Scott Lake 

Bill & Sue Dandeneau Sherri Mettler 

Richard & Linda Daughenbaugh James & Elizabeth Moore 

Phil DeYoung Bruce & Sandra Nelson 

John Patrick Dunlap Jim & Dee Nemec 

James & Dianne Foris Ken & Lolene Pacholke 

Dan & Ann Green Jim Podlesny 

Cifford O. Hadland John & Mary Podlesny 

Claire A. Helsper Duane & Sandra Pratt 

Louise A. Hicks Elizabeth Preston 

Joseph & Jeanne Hmielewski Crunch & Jean Ronning 

Michael Hoerich Steve & Pat Schraufnagel 

Lori A. Hoffman Ron & Brenda Schwiesow 

Mark & Chris James David & Katherine Siegler 

Gary & Margaret Janecek Samuel & Karolyn Solberg 

Don Jaskowiak Thomas & Susan Stanley 

                                     More Donors, Page 7 
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Memorable Moments 

the group.   

  Led by William G. Nohl, the club known 
as the North Wisconsin Sportsmen’s 
League was formed in calendar year 1902.  
All through the years, the club has favored 
conservation and sportsmanship and mem-
bers attended conservation meetings where 
fishing and hunting were discussed and 
went on rec-
ord support-
ing the one-
buck law. 
  In the early 
years, the 
club planted 
many brook 
trout in sur-
rounding 
streams and 
waters. The 
trout were 
received 
from the 
Salmo 
Hatchery and 
delivered in 
milk cans. 
Smallmouth 
bass in the 
Sand Cut 
and Kakagon 
Sloughs  
areas were 
planted 
many years 
ago by Earl 
Parmeter, 
Walter Cate, 
Guy Wal-
worth, Dutch 
Reinhart, 
Frank 
Asplund and 
Gus Larson. 
  Many of the lakes and streams in the Del-
ta region were also stocked by member-
ship. For many years, the club members 
would feed the deer when the weather con-
ditions were hard on the animals. Members 
would cut down trees, haul baled alfalfa 
hay and apples and it was all paid for by 
the club. Tree-planting season was an 
event the club took part in for revenue for 
the many causes it supported. 

  In 1946, the club put on its first Fishing 
Party and it was held on the shores of Lake 
Owen near Cable. Ashland youth would 
line up at the Band Shell early in the morn-
ing to catch whatever mode of transporta-
tion would be available. Local merchants 
got involved, as did residents living on 
Lake Owen. Bob Cameron and Jim 
Tomczak recall riding to Lake Owen, at 
various times, in a beer truck, in National 

Guard vehicles or whatever was available.  
  Youth had a full day of fishing, swim-
ming and eating. There is nothing better 
than a hot dog cooked over an open fire. 
  At some point in the 1950s, the 
Chequamegon Boat Club and the Rod and 
Gun Club jointly sponsored some of the 
outings. For many years Ray Casey engi-
neered the fishing parties with the aid of 
his committees. On one particular year two 
or three extra buses were needed and do-
nated by Fred Berglund.  

  Boys would meet at 8 a.m. at the Band 
Shell and be on their way to spend a day 
fishing from donated boats by club mem-
bers, a feed of featured hot dogs and swim-
ming. 
  John Kovach, of the railway express, did 
one of the most phenomenal jobs of all. He 
personally collected 200 prizes for the 
kids. Sarah Reykdal was in charge of the 
life guards for those swimming. John 

Chapple was chief cook. It was said that 
the “Boys Rod and Gun Club Fishing Par-
ty” has passed into history, with a sigh of 
satisfaction by both boys and men. 
  Later in the 1950s the Fishing Party was 
moved closer to the headquarters of the 
Rod and Gun Club in Ashland at the coun-
ty boat landing behind Glendenning. At 
some point in all of these years, a break 

Sportmen’s League was formed in 1902 

From Page 1 

In 1984, committee members of the North Wisconsin Rod & Gun Club gather to make plans for the Boys and Girls Fishing 

Party to be held at Kreher Park on August 6. Front row, from left: Dave Zak, Moose Traaholt, Ski Suminski and Ray Blazek. 

Back row, from left: Gary La Plavy, John Kirklewski, Jerry Carlson, Dave Pero, Joe Bradle and Gary Pero. 

Continued on Page 7 



 

The Bright Spot By Jim Goeltz 
  

Happy Anniversary! 

I 
 note that the American Legion was 100 years old in March. 
Congratulations to a great organization which supports our 
veterans and our military 
  Ashland is still home to the Roy W. Kelly Post Number 90. 

But the old Legion Hall which was on Ellis Avenue and Third 
Street is no longer there. I remember it quite well. It was a big 
brick building with a large front bay window. 
  In the basement were locker rooms, a two-lane 
bowling alley, and a favorite of mine and many 
others: The Dugout Bar. My friend Russ Gra-
hek was the barkeep and a good one. 
  On the main floor were offices and a large 
auditorium. Basketball games could be played 
there. The Ashland Rod and Gun Club held its 
annual meetings in the auditorium.   
  The Legion Hall was a popular spot. My Un-
cle Walt Bowron served in the Navy in the 
Great War and in the 1920s organized and led 
the Post 90 Legion Drum and Bugle Corps. 
They’d march in the Memorial Day and Fourth 
of July parades. The Legion honor guard still 
leads the parades now and its meeting hall at 
211 Sixth Street West is shared with VFW Post 
690. I am proud to say that I am a life member 
of both posts. 

Casualty of war 
  During World War II Ashland High School 
suspended publication of a hardcover Wawata 
for the duration of the war. Limited use of pa-
per was encouraged by the government. I know 
of no other school that reduced the size of its 
yearbook to save paper.  
  Whether the decision was made by the school 
board, the superintendent, or the principal is 
moot. The fact is the Ashland High Wawatas 
for the classes 1943-’44-’45 had to live with a 
reduced-size yearbook. Each of those Wawatas 
contained pictures of the school board, superin-
tendent, and teachers. The seniors were repre-
sented with individual pictures; the preps thru junior classes were 
group pictures by home room. 
  The point here is that all high school activities were omitted. No 
sports – which included football, basketball, track and tennis – 
and no band, orchestra or choir, nor club activities which included 
camera club, the Future Farmers, girls athletics, cheerleaders, Tri-
Luci or Sub Debs. The students of that era were cheated out of 
having their out-of-class activities published in the yearbook. 
High school kids spend four years of their lives with school 
events other than studies. Their efforts should have been recog-

nized. I realize that most of the kids of that era have passed on, 
but I want to recognize the athletes that played for Coach Roy 
Melvin. This is, after all, more of a sports column than anything 
else. 
  The seniors of 1943 as freshmen played for Coach Elmer 
Weikal. After he was fired in the summer of 1940 those boys 

endured two years of Coach Lynn Hovland. 
Coach Melvin then came 
upon the scene in the sum-
mer of 1942. He inherited 
the talents of Howie De-
Briyn, John Gustafson, Don 
Gurske, Bill Mathews, Al 
Melberg, Red Nylen, Bob 
Ziolkowski, and Bob Wi-
berg.    
  Melvin’s first football team 
was put on the field in Sep-
tember. The coach didn’t have much time to 
prepare his boys, however, his football team 
played a six-game schedule and won five. I 
mention the seniors on the squad, but the team 
was also augmented by the talents of the clas-
ses of 1944 and 1945.   
  In Melvin’s first year at Ashland his football 
team lost only to Ironwood. The team scored 
69 points in six games and its opponents tallied 
56. Back then teams played a lot of defense and 
starting players played offense and defense. 
The two-platoon system was not “invented” at 
that time. 
  Coach Melvin stressed defense whether it be 
football or basketball. That was his style. 
  In basketball the Purgolders won 11 of 16 
games, scoring an average of 33.9 a game, 
while holding its foes to 28.8. Howie DeBriyn, 
John Gustafson, Al Melberg and Red Nylen 
were regulars. Three of that year’s athletes left 
school early to enlist in the service. Eleven 

athletes in that class served in World War II. The basketball team, 
after splitting the two-game series with Hurley, lost to Hurley in 
the regional tournament. 
  The Future Farmers club met weekly after classes and discussed 
– you guessed it – a career in farming.  Girls Athletic Director 
Doris Leppla furnished the cheerleaders and had her girls playing 
volleyball and shuffleboard. I would imagine that the Tri Luci 
and Sub Debs learned how to be future ladies. 
   (Thanks to Pam Eckholm, Bob Mackreth, and Red Nylen who 
contributed to this article.) 

Those were 
 the days! 

Dad and I on the stoop on 
the south side of the store. I 
sat here many times watch-
ing the trains come and go 

and the traffic move up and 
down Seventh Avenue. 

Museum hours: 10 a.m.-3 p.m., Monday-Saturday 

American Legion celebrates 100th birthday 
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Roy Melvin 
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In Memory of: Memorial given by: 

Bernard E. Rousseau & Olga Marks Rousseau Jerrold B. Rousseau 

Henry Seifert Amy & Mitch Tromberg 

Michael Misun John & Rita Kovach 

Liesse Gauthier Nancy Casperson 

Harold & Gladys Spear Bill & Janet Spear 

Shirley Peterson (Carlson) Lyle A. Johnson 

Roy W. Peterson Lyle A. Johnson 

Tad & Barbara Bretting David & Rebecca Bretting 

Jack Kotleski Don Scribner 

Bertrand B. Anderson Lorraine V. Anderson 

Raymond Wesley Wosepka Barbara & Leonard Suminski 

Judy Pospychalla Pat Pospychalla 

Judy Pospychalla Rita & John Kovach 

Catherine Harries Betsey Harries 

Lorraine Pufall Milewski Johnson David N. & Marie A. Pufall 

Leon (Mike) Culligan Kathleen Culligan 

Eugene Blaszkowski John & Rita Kovach 

Jim Mitchell Jim & Tory Stroshane 

Jens & Christine Wilman Linda S. & Robert W. Zelch  

Loren & Shirley Dusenbery John & Sandra Dusenbery 

Arthur & Ann Fossum John & Sandra Dusenbery 

Lori Nortunen Vicki & John Galik 

Mary Helen Dunlap Bergschneider Leonard & Barbara Suminski 

The Sandin Family Tom & Marty Olson 

Gloria Giese John & Rita Kovach 

Richard (Dick) Anderson Gail R. Anderson 
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Fishing Party resumed in ‘84 

Memorable Moments, Donors  

was taken in putting on the fishing party. 
In 1984, the Fishing Party resumed and 
was held at Kreher (Sunset) Park, where it 
remains to the present date. The event is 
now known as the Bud Williams Kids 
Fishing Party in memory of a devoted 
volunteer to the event who was also presi-
dent of the club for 17 years. 
  The First Landing for the club was locat-
ed on Johnson Road. The second and 
present location, Second Landing is on 
Reykdal Road. The present clubhouse 
property was purchased in the 1940s and 
at some point, a two-door garage was 
erected by club labor. This gave access to 
the lake you could use with your car and 
the Town of Sanborn knocked down a hill 
by the lake and the club added a couple of 
small docks.  Ashland County improved 
the docks, but the wear and tear caused by 
heavy ice always caused heavy damage to 
the facility. 
  In 1999, the club gave Ashland County 
land for a million-dollar project using 
state and federal grant funds that has 
turned the landing into a protected mini-
harbor. The Second Landing boat launch 
facility is one of the most heavily used 
facilities in the area. 
  In 2016, the club was presented with the 

honor of being the 2016 Local Conserva-
tion Organization of the year for promot-
ing our outdoor heritage and lasting con-
tribution to the conservation of Wiscon-
sin’s natural resources. 
  The club has been responsible for giving 
back to the community in many ways with 
funds raised from breakfasts, raffles and 
the club’s winter fishing contest. Exam-
ples of the club’s giving are many schol-
arships, innumerable charitable donations, 
particularly those involving youth, the 
bear study program, Bayfield County air 
rifle team, grouse habitat, erosion control 
and other environmental projects.  Others 
receiving the generosity of the club have 
been the Ashland Firefighters Christmas, 
Bay Days fireworks, Little League, 
schools and the Ashland Historical Socie-
ty Museum. 
   For those of you who might be savers of 
information regarding the history of the 
Rod and Gun Club, the Museum would 
welcome your sharing the information 
with the Museum. Because of the lack of 
documented dates and history some of this 
information has been gathered through 
discussions with members and news arti-
cles. 
  The North Wisconsin Rod and Gun Club 
welcomes new members and volunteers. 
    

Continued from Page 4 

 

  

Faye Strome 

Robert & Patrcia Stromberg 

Jim & Tory Stroshane 

Ron & Kathy Stroshane 

Lillie M. Sullivan 

Leonard & Barbara Suminski 

Stewart VandeZande 

Paul & Eileen VanPernis 

Mary Barlow Weber 

Thomas & Becky Wiberg 

Continued from Page 3 

Donors  

This pump organ was donated to the Ashland 

Historical Society Museum in memory of         

Michael A. and Mary Ann Kehoe. 

For 117 years the 

North Wisconsin 

Rod and Gun 

Club has been a 

positive sign of 

the times for the 

Ashland area and 

its residents.  

 

The North Wiscon-

sin Rod and Gun 

Club sits in the 

background with 

Lake Superior and 

the club’s boat 

dock looming in 

the foreground.  
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The Gazette Quiz 

Winner will earn a $25 Museum gift certificate 
So you think you know your Ashland history? Well, 
if you are a frequent visitor to the Ashland Historical 
Society Museum and/or a Museum member who 
regularly reads the Garland City Gazette, you proba-
bly know your stuff. Find out by taking The Gazette 

Quiz and also give yourself a chance to win a $25 
Museum gift certificate. Send entries to: AHSM, 216 
Main Street West, Ashland, WI 54806. Most correct 
answers wins. Ties will be broken by a drawing from 
winning entries. (Entry deadline: August 15). 

1.  What was the first 

building to sit where  

Factory Outlet stands 

today.? 

    

   A. The Royal Theater 

   B.  N. National Bank 

   C.  The Brown Derby 

   D. J.C. Penney 

2. In 1887, who      

became the first chief        

of police in Ashland’s 

history? 

    

   A. Raleigh Fox 

   B. Gordy Gilbertson 

   C. August Swartz 

   D. Don Tolliver 

 

3. In what year did 

Ashland celebrate its 

centennial? 

 

  A. 1954 

  B. 1988 

  C. 1922 

  D. 1936 

4. Who was the Ash-

land pioneer who 

brought the first piano 

to the shores of Lake 

Superior? 

   A. Sam Fifield 

   B. Liberace 

   C. John B. Chapple 

   D. Martin Beaser 

5.Who was the first 

woman to be elected 

mayor of the City of 

Ashland? 

    

    A.  Deb Lewis 

    B.  Fran Ante 

    C.  Doris Leppla 

    D.  Laura Beaser 

Correct answers, winner of the June quiz, will 

be announced in the September 

Garland City Gazette. 

          Answers to March Quiz: 
     1. The Corner Store, on Beaser Ave. and Sixth 

Street, was Ashland’s last corner grocery store. 

     2. The PIC ice cream store and restaurant 

was located where Solstice 

Outdoors stands today. 

    3. Bob Naslund, right, 

was head coach of Ashland 

High School’s undefeated 

football team in 1966. 

    4. Montgomery Ward 

was located where North-

lakes Community Clinic stands today. 

    5. Because of the Great Depression, Ashland 

did not have a working bank during most of 

1933. 

   March winner: Don Leighton, Superior 

mother died in 1848 and his father remarried 
shortly after and came to the Unites States in 
1849, settling in the German community of 
Egg Harbor, N.J. 
  Emil stayed with his grandfather and aunts in 
Germany and learned the tinsmith’s trade. He 
came to the United States when he was 18. 
  Emil did not stay in Egg Harbor. He went to 
Philadelphia, but moved within a year to Ea-
gle Harbor, Mich. Emil worked as a tinsmith, 
traveling to the many lumber camps in the 
area and making repairs on all things metal. 
  He found it profitable to carry axes, saws, 
and other logging tools and became somewhat 
of a traveling hardware store for the local 
camps and citizens. Within a year of his arri-
val, Emil had bought out his employer and 
established his own tinsmith and hardware 
business. 
  Emil married Isabella Boal in 1864. She was 
an orphan from Bangor, Northern Ireland who 
worked as a domestic for a German family in 
Eagle Harbor. Emil and Isabella had 12 chil-

dren, sadly only six lived to adulthood: Hattie, 
Will, Ervin, Ruth, Winnifred and Belle. 
  In 1869, with lumbering ebbing in the 
Keweenaw, Emil sold his business and sailed 
with his family to the port of Bayfield.  
  Driving a team of oxen, the family continued 
on to St. Paul, Minn. in hopes of establishing 
themselves there, but the times were hard due 
to crop failures.  
  With the Chequamegon Bay area just starting 
to come back after a recession, Emil moved 
his family to Ashland in 1872 and went into 
the hardware business with Ervin Leihy. 
  Ashland was a great site, not only did it have 
an excellent harbor, but was surrounded by 
huge, virgin forests and developing iron 
mines. There was also a promise of a railroad. 
  Emil recounts: 
  “On May 12, 1872, I landed with my family 
at Ashland. Vaughn and Fisher’s docks were 
not completed and we had a hard time to land 
our household goods. The town site was noth-
ing but a wilderness, streets and avenues had 
to be cut out under the direction of Sam S. 
Fifield, chairman of the town of Ashland.”  
  Emil built a log cabin in the area of West 
Second Street between 4th and 5th avenues and 
the family lived in the loft, using the main 

floor as the hardware store. Soon the business 
was able to build two small warehouses on 
this property, and then build a brick building 
to replace the original log cabin. That building 
is still on Second Street (now Main). 
  In a biographical sketch of Ashland County 
done in 1881, Leihy and Garnich had a stock 
worth $5,000 and a business worth  
$10,000.  An 1891 Ashland Daily Press article 
noted “It was announced that the pioneer firm 
of Leihy & Garnich had dissolved, after a 
successful career of nearly 20 years.”  
  Mr. Leihy was retiring. In 1895, Emil started 
construction of a five-story building on the 
north side of Main Street in the 500 Block.  
Around 1903, Emil incorporated the business 
into E. Garnich and Sons, which included his 
sons William and Ervin. 
   A fire in 1914 gutted the Garnich warehouse 
and building. Ammunition exploded and bul-
lets flew into buildings across the street. Emil 
built a new building at 400-412 Seventh Ave-
nue West. The two- story building was huge 
for its time, spanning over 40,000 square feet, 
with a full basement and loading docks for 
trains as well as trucks. He also created a large 

Garnich 
Continued from Page  1 

Xxxxx Xxxxxxxx 

Continued on Page 9 
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 2020  
History Calendar!   

 

Beat the rush into Leap Year! 
This popular item is more than a 
calendar. And in 2020, it’s also 
366 peeks into Ashland’s past. 

Enjoy Ashland’s history a day at 
a time. The 2020 calendar is     

better than ever. It sells for $12 in 
the Gift Shop & $15 online. 

   

At the Gift Shop 

Shop 
 online! 

To purchase items from 
the Museum Gift Shop  

go to 
www.ashlandwihistory.com 

and click on  

Gift Shop 
Class-reunion season is fast approaching and the 
Ashland Historical Society’s Museum Gift Shop is   
prepared with several items featuring Ashland and       

DePadua high schools. 

Coming up: 
 Museum Events 

  3 p.m, June 12, at the Northern 

Great Lakes Visitor Center: Book review 

and signing by author Bill Stokes, who has 

written the book titled, “Margaret’s War.” 

  2-4 p.m., July 4, St. Agnes Cemetery: 
The Ashland Historical Society’s annual Ceme-

tery Walk. Admission is free; donations are 

welcome. 

  11 a.m.–1 p.m., Aug. 3, Ice Cream 

Social: at The Ashland Historical Society  

Museum, 216 Main Street West. 

Garnich 
Continued from Page 8 

 

public ice-skating rink, 
complete with a warm-
ing house behind the 
building. Emil had the 
honor of riding on the 
first train into Ashland 
and his grandson      
Ardath and Ardath’s 
granddaughter, Pamela 
Phillips, had the honor 
of riding the last train 

out of Ashland. 
  After his wife Isabella 
died in 1913, Emil be-
gan to travel world-
wide, visiting Germany, 
the Far East, the West 
Indies, Costa Rica and 
Australia. His grand-
daughter, Gretchen, 
related:  
  “He resembled An-
drew Carnegie, and was 
often mistaken for him. 
On one trip to Costa 

Rica, after Carnegie 
had sent dollars for re-
lief for earthquake vic-
tims, Emil played the 
role and threw pennies 
off the back of their 
train to the children.” 
  Emil died on January 
13, 1920, while winter-
ing in St. Petersburg, 
Fla.  
  He is buried beside his 
wife in Mount Hope 
Cemetery in Ashland. 
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