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Born  in Peru, Maine on May 24th, 1824 

to Jonathon Scott Ellis and his wife 

Priscilla Chase Ellis, Edwin Ellis would grow up to be a 

doctor, earning his advanced medical degree from the 

University of the City of New York, and a founding 

father of Ashland, WI. He had two siblings: one broth-

er Alexander Hamilton Ellis and one sister Lydia S. El-

lis.  Natives to New England since their ancestors 

joined the Massachusetts colony, Edwin grew up on 

the banks of the Androscoggin River and attended a 

common school until age fourteen, where he then pur-

sued Latin on his own.  In 1842, Edwin attended 

Waterville College to study medicine.  His father Jona-

thon was a carpenter, and as such earned normal wages 

of a dollar to a dollar and fifty cents, and proudly gave 

whatever he could to his son for his education.  Edwin 

taught during the winter and in 1846, he graduated with 

his medical degree.  

  Not one year later he married Sophia Stuart 

Davis in 1847 and they had a daughter Augusta Sophia 

(George H. Kennedy). She passed away less than two 

years later, and Ellis then remarried to Martha Baker in 

1850 Together they had three children: Danilia (George 

Loranger), Edwin Hamilton (Fannie Doe) and Jona-

thon Scott (Anna Weed). 

 

By Tory Stroshane 

Moving West 

Martha Ellis’ brother (Judge D.A. Baker from St. Paul, 

MN) influenced Dr. Ellis to come West from Maine. 

He and his family arrived in St. Paul in 1854. They lived 

on a farm that came to be known as Merriam Park in 

St. Paul. Dr. Ellis became involved with a group of St. 

Paul businessmen plotting town sites in northern Wis-

consin and the territory of Minnesota. Ellis came over-

land to the bay area in the winter of 1855-56 by way of 

St. Croix and then Superior and snow shoed from there 

to La Pointe. He moved his family to La Pointe shortly 

thereafter.  

— continued on Page 9 
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With Jim Bradle 

Waiting For The 
Bookmobile 

As  a child growing up in the east 

end of Ashland in the 1960s, I 

always looked forward to this 

day.  The Bookmobile was coming today.  Even though 

our house was only a half block from Bietka’s Grocery, 

the site of the Bookmobile’s stop, I headed over 30 

minutes early, so I could be the first in line.  Luckily, it 

only took me 15 minutes to make my decision on how 

to spend my two cents at Bietka’s Grocery, as Harry 

Bietka looked on patiently behind the candy counter, 

finally deciding on a box of Snaps, so I still had time to 

be the first in line.  I sat on the ground in my No. 1 

spot, with my foot-high pile of books to be returned 

next to me, waiting for that big, beautiful library on 

wheels to come around the corner as the street became 

alive with the neighborhood readers.  “Here it comes,” 

I yelled excitedly, and the now long line of book lovers, 

young and old, respond with a cheer as the lumbering 

Bookmobile pulls up exactly on time, as it always did, 

and the door opens.  I look up at the driver, whose face 

I know well, because it’s my brother-in-law, Bernard 

“Buzz” Leciejewski, who married my eldest sister, Bet-

tijane.   

 

As I hopped aboard, I handed him my armload of re-

turns and then towards the rear to view the walls of 

books.  To me the back of that Bookmobile looked as 

cavernous as the Vaughn Library.  After perusing the 

books for every minute of the allotted one-hour stop at 

Bietka’s Grocery, I have once again restocked my read-

ing supplies to keep me busy until the Bookmobile re-

turned.  I said “good-bye” to Buzz and headed home 

to look through my new stack of reading treasure. 

 The Four-County Library Project started in 

1959 to bring the world of reading to isolated areas and 

expand collections in low-budgeted libraries serving 

rural residents in Ashland, Bayfield, Iron and Price  
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Counties.  The definition of a Bookmobile is a traveling 

branch library of a library system, complete with books, 

librarian and driver.  Headquarters of the Library Pro-

ject was the Vaughn Library in Ashland.  The Bookmo-

bile started as a van in 1959.  In 1962, Price County 

voted to withdraw from the project.  In 1963, the name 

was changed to the Multi-County Library Project.  By 

1966, two vans served the expanded territory that in-

cluded Burnett, Douglas, Vilas and Washburn counties.  

Sawyer County joined the route in 1968.   

 In 1972, the Wisconsin Legislature passed legis-

lation establishing legal library systems.  This legislation  

enabled counties to band together officially in order to 

provide and improve library services in their area.  The 

Multi-County Library System was provisionally certified 

as a library system under the new statute and its name 

was changed to the Northwest Wisconsin Library Sys-

tem (NWLS).  

 In 1974, the Bookmobile was moved into one 

large, brand new Gerstenlager tractor-trailer that 

housed the 5,000-book collection until 1996, when it 

was moved into a new Traveling Library bus.  At its 

peak, it was serving 63 communities in eight northern 

Wisconsin counties, totaling 1,800 miles for a full tour 

each month.  The Bookmobile would provide access to 

books for 40 years, from 1959 to 1999, to the wide 

spectrum of ages, from the youngest child all the way 

up to the Bookmobile’s oldest patron, Edna Forward, 

who at age 92 missed only one of its monthly stops at 

Birchwood in 40 years, and that was only because she 

was hospitalized for pacemaker surgery.  The Bookmo-

bile’s peak circulation reached 55,000 people a year, 

with 55,380 books being checked out, in the year 1981. 

 When the Bookmobile first started in 1959, 

John Dols was appointed as the Bookmobile librarian 

and Pete Ehnard, who transferred from Madison, be-

came its first driver.  Pete would continue employment 

until 1978.  In 1968, Buzz Leciejewski would join the  
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Bookmobile.  Bernie Roguski helped with the Bookmo-

bile after Pete Ehnard left.  In 1978, Don Reed would 

also join the Bookmobile to replace Pete Ehnard.  Buzz 

and Pete would be the Bookmobile team until it was 

discontinued in December of 1999 due to declining us-

age because of the Internet, TV and the costs of run-

ning it.   

 In talking with my sister Bettijane, she said that 

Buzz just loved his job, since he was a “people” person 

and loved talking to folks, and took care of the Book-

mobile like it was his baby.  She said anywhere they 

went, people would approach Buzz and start talking 

about the Bookmobile and books, and many of the 

people considered him part of their family and would 

invite him to their homes or cabins.  Buzz also read 

probably every book on the Bookmobile, and more, so 

he could talk about any topic with whoever would lis-

ten.   

 Throughout his time of driving the large Book-

mobile, even though he was traversing small and dan-

gerous country roads, sometimes in very inclement 

weather, Buzz never had one accident in his 31 years of 

service.  Each stop of the Bookmobile would range be-

tween 30 minutes and 2 hours, depending on the size of 

each of the 63 communities.  A sampling of some of 

the communities the Bookmobile serviced included  

Benoit, Mason, Grand View, Marengo, Highbridge, 

Maple, Brule, Springstead, Conover, St. Germain, Ar-

bor Vitae, Iron Belt, Pence, Saxon, Barnes, Lake Ne-

bagamon, Hawthorne, Solon Springs, Gordon, Mi-

nong, Trego, Springbrook, Northwoods Beach, Re-

serve, Couderay, Stone Lake, Moquah, Iron River, Ou-

lu, Glidden, Clam Lake, Ojibwa, Radisson, Exeland, 

Birchwood, Sarona, Seeley, Lake Namakagon, Port 

Wing, Herbster, Cornucopia, Poplar, South Range, 

Patzau, Dairyland, Danbury, Sand Lake, Siren, Trade 

Lake, Alpha, Falun, and many more. 

In 2000, a new computerized system called MERLIN, 

together with an expanded “mail-a-book” program, 

was implemented to replace the Bookmobile, which 

enabled individuals to obtain library services through 

their computer.  This provided access to the combined 

collections of nine northern Wisconsin libraries of  
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481,690 books available through computer terminals at 

local libraries or home Internet connections.  Unfortu-

nately, many folks did not have access to computers or 

have an Internet connection at that time or were not 

willing or able to learn this technology.  That is why the 

elderly and little ones are examples of two groups to 

whom the Bookmobile was a perfect match. 

 The loss of the Bookmobile was about more 

than just the books.  The monthly Bookmobile stop 

was a meeting place for the children and adults for the 

neighborhood  or small communities.  Most of the lo-

cations where it stopped allowed the population to 

walk to it.  It gave an opportunity for people to greet 

each other and catch up on the latest local news.  The 

Bookmobile driver and librarian were considered al-

most family to the local patrons.   

Sadly, the more technology we get to make our lives 

easier, the less we see of our neighbors and family.  

 Finally, I want to thank my dear brother-in-law, 

Buzz Leciejewski (may he be resting in peace), for his 

31 years of loyal service along with all of the other peo-

ple who were involved with the Bookmobile.  I proba-

bly would not be writing this article without all of the 

books I read every month as a result of the Bookmo-

bile, which is where I developed a love of words, pho-

tos, and especially history.  I hope this brings back 

some great memories for you. 
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With Tory Stroshane 
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New Displays: Winter 2020 

With the Covid-19 
pandemic hitting 
hard in our area, 
we were forced to 

close not once, but twice to protect our volunteers 
and their families. We have strived to maintain ser-
vices and keep up partnerships within the commu-
nity.  Several of our annual fund raising events had 
to be canceled, but we have hope that 2021 will 
bring us back to a sense of normalcy. 

The decision in 
2019 to run the 
museum entirely 
by volunteers has 
enabled us to stay 
above water finan-
cially when paired 
with the member-

ships and donations you have given us.  It is 
through your help and support that we are able to 

both preserve history and utilize funds to keep the 
museum viable.  Please consider re-joining the Ash-
land Historical Society and possibly giving a dona-
tion or memorial in a loved one’s name, or consider 
gifting a membership to a friend or family mem-
ber—just in time to renew your membership for 
the 2021 calendar year.    

We welcome Mary Grube as a new board member.  
She will also fill the Office of Secretary.  Mary has 
been a dedicated museum volunteer for quite a few 
years and is a retired teacher from the Ashland 
School District.  

Our gift shop is online and promises a wealth of lo-
cal items for purchase. Check us out on our web 
page, Facebook, or Instagram for new gifts, news, 
and last quarter’s newsletter in our digital archive. 

Wishing you a wonderful holiday season and giving 
thanks for your continued support.  

THANK YOU! 

Even though we have been closed, we have contin-
ued to update displays and kept up with research 
and requests.  Our newest display is the result of a 
donation by the Felix Penn family that features his 
World War I service and gives a little family back-
ground, as the Penn family has been continuous in 
Ashland since the late 1800s.  

Another display is one that has been in the making 
for several years. Tom Tardiff, Rob Cline and others 
from the local train club have put together an inter-
active train display that is sure to entice all onlook-
ers—young and old.  The display is in the front 
west window and visible from the outside to those 
walking by (pictured, right). 

Our third project completed is the indexing (by 
teacher, year, and school) of over 2000 local school 
records from the late 1800s and early 1900’s. 
Thanks to a donation in memory of Jerry Stro-
shane, new file cabinets were purchased to house 
the records. 
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In Remembrance 
Of: By: 

Robert & Angie Pflanzer Dave & Marie Pufall 

Mr. & Mrs. Ken Johnson Lyle A. Johnson 

Bill Bergschneider Bob & Judy Joanis 

Gladys Spear William & Janet Spear 

Evelyn & Wally Swanbeck Margaret & Gary Janecek 

Clayton Howe Nancy & Glenn Teppo 

Gerald Stroshane Mrs. Wayne Stroshane 

Ken Secord Tom & Betty Yankee 

Tony & Evie Guss-Miskulin Charlotte Chvala 

Frank & Pearl Chvala Tom Chvala 

Lolita & Wesley Wosepka Barbara & Leonard Suminski 

In addition to this quarter’s donors, our newsletter 
editor would like to thank the following from 
TheNounProject.com for the use of this issue’s 
graphics: “Gift Shop” by Iconathon, “Disease” by 
Sumit Saengthong, “Light Bulb” by Michel Faz Fajes, 
“Star” by Ethelia Lung, “caduceus” by HeadsOfBirds, 
“Christmas” by Yoteyo, “Book Delivery” by Wynne 
Nafus Sayer, and “Wind” by Nick Bluth. 

December 2020 

December Donors 

Craig & Laurie Bauer 

Douglas & Faye Davis 

Chip Drewry 

Jack & Tracey Hoglund 

Terri Lundberg 

Barbara Jean Prentice Moore 

Claire Morund & Sheila Mitchell 

David & Marie Pufall 

Donald R. & Alice Schmidt 

Ron & Brenda Schweisow 

June Sellung 

Richard & Linda Mitchell AHSM Board 

Tory Stroshane President 

Sam Solberg Vice President 

Barbara Suminski Treasurer 

Mary Grube Secretary 

Jeff  Cate Mary Gruper 

Rita Kovach Bob Klamerus 

Ed Monroe Elizabeth Preston 

Glenn Samuelson Jon Walworth 

Christmas decorations by Barbara Suminski 
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The Bright Spot 

With Jim Goeltz 

December 2020 

History is nothing without stories (in fact, we would 

argue that history is nothing but stories!), and we 

want to share yours!  Ask relatives, family friends, 

or coworkers to share their own histories of 

Ashland and the surrounding area for a chance to 

appear on our website. 

Email all inquiries to wadziash@gmail.com with the 

subject “ASHLAND STORIES”, pictures 

welcome!  Please include stories in article format of 

500 words or more. 

Have A Story? 

As  far back as I can remember, Dad 

and the Bright Spot had great busi-

ness from the train crews.  The 

crew, arriving on the morning 0915 passenger train 

from Chicago, would walk down the 100 yards from 

the depot to the Bright Spot.  The crew would include 

conductors, news agents, the Pullman porters, and the 

dining car waiters.  I presume that news agents were 

supposed to sell reading material, though their main 

business came from selling a pillow to passengers on 

which to rest their head for the night.  Especially on 

overnight rides, these agents always had a fresh supply 

of pillow slips on hand, ready to sell to the next tired 

passenger. 

 During summer, the Crystal Laundry on Third 

Street West must have had a deal with the agents since 

their truck always met the morning train.  It received 

soiled pillow slips, whisked them away, and returned 

with a clean pile by 5 PM.  I remember when Bernie 

Roguski bought the laundry and renamed it Snow 

White Laundry, and carried on the same deal with the 

agents.  One time Bernie was late in his delivery;  he  

drove his truck all the way to Saxon where he met the 

train at the station and delivered the clean slips.  The 

“news” agent was disturbed with his missing slips, but 

was pleased to see Bernie waiting for him at the Saxon 

depot platform. 

 Pillow slips weren’t the only thing the news 

agents sold.  In the summer they also sold a lot of soda 

pop at the station.  They would come down to the 

Bright Spot and order cases of Coca-Cola and other 

flavors and take them back to sell.  When I was old 

enough I delivered their orders by wagon to the station  

for a small tip, and then I got wise and charged them 

five cents a case for delivery.  Back then Claude Butke 

delivered Coke and Coke products, and whenever I had 

a big enough order of ten cases or more, Claude would 

drop them off at the depot for me and I would take 

them by baggage cart to the news agent at the platform. 

 After 1930 Dad acquired the 10 acre farm at 

the end of 8th Avenue West and raised chickens.  He 

did a good business selling dressed spring chickens to 

the dining car steward. 

Pictured: train line display at Ashland 
Historical Society Museum. 
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Ellis represented the St. Paul business group in laying 

out town sites. These sites became first Bayport, then 

Bay City and finally the Ellis Division. The Ellis log 

cabin was located east of Bay City Creek where the wa-

ter plant was once centered along with the Ellis Drug 

Store. Years later, the log home was cut in two and one 

part became the office of the Soo Line Railroad Ore 

Dock and one part a home. 

 

Panic of 1857 

During the economic panic of 1857, Dr. Ellis barely 

retained hold of his lands, but he was convinced by 

Reverend Leonard Wheeler to stay in the area. During 

this time period, only the Martin Roehm family stayed 

in Ashland. In 1861, Dr. Ellis moved to Odanah and 

for several years ran the Indian Mission and Boarding 

School. Reverend Wheeler retired in 1866 and the 

school was closed, so Ellis moved his family to On-

tonagon, MI, where he was a doctor for a copper mine 

and ran a drug store. 

 

The Railroads Open up Ashland 

Dr. Ellis came back to Ashland in 1872 when the rail-

road construction began. His properties were worth 

much more now and he was happy to be back. He was 

the first doctor in Ashland and he administered to the 

sick without price. He never refused a call-day or night. 

Ellis donated thousands of dollars’ worth of land to 

develop Ashland that included school sites, depots, 

docks, industrial locations and the first Catholic 

Church and first Protestant Church sites. 

 

 

Ellis Was a Civic Leader 

Besides his busy career as a physician, his civic activities 

included serving as the president of the First National 

Bank, serving as a County judge (Appointed in 1878), 

and was merchant and general businessman and an ac-

tive member of the Presbyterian Church. 

 Dr. Ellis served as the president of the Ashland 

school board for many years and was the leading spirit 

in organizing the Masonic Lodge, serving as Grand 

Master. He was a member of the Wisconsin Society of 

the Sons of the American Revolution, as his grandfa-

ther Nathaniel Chase was a minuteman in the Revolu-

tionary War. He was a vice president in the newly es-

tablished Wisconsin Historical Society and was the first 

president of the North Wisconsin Historical Society 

that encompassed the northern counties. Ellis helped 

to organize the Vaughn Library Association and the 

Ashland Street Railway Company and was an officer 

for that company. 

 

His Memory Lives On 

Mrs. Martha Ellis died in 1896 and Dr. Ellis passed 

away on May 3, 1903. Ashland owes a great deal to Dr. 

Edwin Ellis and his memory lives on in the naming of a 

grade school built on land given by Ellis, a park (a full 

block donated by Dr. Ellis with the stipulation it always 

remain a park) and an avenue (originally named 

Breckenridge Avenue by Dr. Ellis). 

 Ellis and members of his family rest at Mt. 

Hope Cemetery in Ashland. 

— continued from Page 1 

Doctor Edwin Ellis 
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Diseases and Epidemics in Wisconsin 

T 
hroughout history the movement of 

people has played a major role in the 

transmission of disease. Migration, trade, 

and war have allowed diseases to travel 

from one environment to another, often with far-

reaching social consequences. The devastation of Na-

tive American populations, for example, was one such 

consequence of European settlement in the Americas. 

Introduced diseases probably reached Wisconsin be-

fore European explorers themselves. In the 50 years 

following Hernando de Soto's invasion of the lower 

Mississippi in 1539, disease killed 90 percent of the In-

dians living in the middle Mississippi Valley — Indians 

with whom Wisconsin's Oneota culture had traded for 

centuries. Many archaeologists have speculated that 

epidemics of measles or smallpox may have swept 

through Indian communities in Wisconsin long be-

fore Jean Nicolet stepped ashore in 1634. 

 When the French arrived and began living in 

Indian villages in the 17th and 18th centuries, diseases 

once again broke out. "Maladies wrought among them 

more devastation than even war did," wrote contempo-

rary French visitor Bacqueville de la Potherie, "and ex-

halations from the rotting corpses caused great mortali-

ty." 

 Smallpox continued to rage through many Indi-

an communities in the 1830s. Introduced by white ex-

plorers in 1760, smallpox epidemics repeatedly deci-

mated Indian tribes. Surgeon and naturalist Dr. 

Douglass Houghton administered more than 2,000 vac-

cinations to Indians in the Chippewa region over the  

course of his two months exploring with Henry 

Schoolcraft in 1832, undoubtedly saving many Indian 

lives. Houghton estimated that the disease had ap-

peared among the Chippewa at least five times in the 

previous 60 years. 

Guest Article by  The Wisconsin Historical Society 

City Hospital, 1892 
View across street of City Hospital in Janesville. 
Early hospitals were much smaller than their modern 

counterpart. 

THE MALARIA AND CHOLERA EPIDEMICS 

Epidemic disease was not confined to Indians, howev-

er. Malaria (known at the time as intermittent and re-

mittent fever) was common among French, British, and 

later American troops. It reached epidemic proportions 

in the summer months. Military posts on the Wisconsin 

frontier in the 1820s and 1830s usually had a hospital 

and surgeons' quarters, though the service was often 

poor and inadequate. At Fort Crawford, 154 of the 199 

men stationed there in the summer of 1830 had  
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MEDICAL CARE AND TREATMENT 

To stem the tide of disease, Milwaukee passed ordi-

nances that fined ship captains and stage drivers who 

brought sick passengers. A board of health was also 

established to investigate the causes of diseases and to 

provide a pesthouse for the infected. In 1847, all Mil-

waukee residents were required to receive smallpox 

vaccinations.  In 1848, the Sisters of Charity opened 

Wisconsin's first hospital.  

 Throughout the 19th century, hospitals were 

inaccessible to the vast majority of Wisconsin resi-

dents. Doctors usually came to patients rather than the 

other way around. The most prevalent diseases were 

pneumonia, bronchitis, tonsillitis, mastoiditis (infection 

in the bone behind the ear), pleurisy (inflammation of 

the lungs),, and tuberculosis. Smallpox, cholera and 

typhoid fever remained problematic as well. 

 

 

 

malaria. Even so, despite its high occurrence, few men 

actually died. Cholera, on the other hand, was a far 

more dreaded disease that spread with frightening 

speed and exacted a far higher death toll on Wisconsin 

residents. 

 

IMMIGRANTS AND DISEASE 

When thousands of immigrants poured into Wisconsin 

in the 1840s, disease caught them unprepared. All of 

the diseases that plagued Europe were in Wisconsin as 

well: measles, mumps, and whooping cough to name a 

few. In newly settled areas the incidence of typhoid 

fever and other communicable diseases rose rapidly. 

 Though people were aware of the sickliness in 

new settlements, few knew the real cause. Many people 

assumed it was a symptom of the settlement process 

itself, a miasma rising from the decomposition of logs, 

freshly turned soil, and swamps and bogs. Most ex-

pected these conditions to pass as settlements became 

more established. Vaccinations, although known, were 

often unavailable, and smallpox sometimes infected 

entire villages. Cholera epidemics also swept Wiscon-

sin, as they did much of the nation, from 1832 to 1834 

and again from 1849 to 1854, the worst of which was 

centered in Milwaukee. 

 Other epidemics arrived aboard ships and 

stagecoaches. In 1850, 300 Norwegians and Swedes, 

most of whom were infected with typhoid fever, ar-

rived in Milwaukee aboard the ship Alleghany. In the 

absence of sewage systems, clean water, systematic 

street cleaning, and effective methods for keeping and 

preserving foods, waterborne and airborne diseases 

were constant threats. 

 

  

Man Delivers Lecture on Tuberculosis in front of 
Church, 1924 

A man appearing to deliver a lecture on tuberculosis 
preparedness by International Harvester's Agricul-

tural Extension Department. 
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DEADLY SPANISH FLU 

The most serious and deadly disease epidemic of the 

20th century came to Wisconsin in September of 1918. 

The Spanish flu, or "la gripe," claimed the lives of more 

than 8,400 Wisconsin residents between the outbreak 

of the pandemic and May 1919. Declared by the State 

Board of Health the most "disastrous calamity that has 

ever been visited upon the people of Wisconsin," the 

Spanish flu swept across America in under seven days. 

More than 100,000 people were infected in Wisconsin 

alone. The devastation wrought by the flu in just a few 

short months claimed an estimated 50 million lives 

worldwide. It remains to this day the most destructive 

disease pandemic in world history. 

 

DISCOVERY OF NEW DRUGS 

AND TREATMENTS 

The advent of penicillin and antibiotics in the years af-

ter the Great Depression led many in the medical pro-

fession to believe that infectious diseases would soon 

cease to pose a major threat. While the polio epidemic 

of the 1950s was fearsome, the promise that new medi-

cal technology could cure diseases seemed to be con-

firmed by the development of a vaccine. Seasonal flu 

outbreaks again reached pandemic levels in 1956-1958 

with the Asian flu and again in 1968-1969 with the 

Hong Kong flu, though no where on the level of the 

1918 Spanish flu. 

 Disease remains a part of life in Wisconsin, 

though the constant threat of contagion has lessened 

over the decades with new medical innovations, treat-

ments, and vaccines. 

“ 
The Wisconsin Historical Society 

connects people to the past by 

collecting, preserving, and sharing 

stories.” 

  - Society Mission Statement 

 

To learn more about the Wisconsin 

Historical Society, visit their website at 

www.wisconsinhistory.org 

For a full archive of articles and essays, visit 

www.wisconsinhistory.org/records 

About Our Guest 

Beating the Bug, 1968 
Fire fighter gets a flu shot made 

available to city workers in the lob-
by of the municipal building to avoid 

contracting the Hong Kong flu. 
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Gift Shop 

In addition to beauti-
fully decorating the 

Museum for the 
holiday season, we 
would like to thank 

Barbara Suminski for 
keeping up with the 

gift shop! 
 

We are online!  Visit our gift shop online at www.ashlandwihistory.com/shop 



 

The Ashland Historical Society is a non-profit 

volunteer organization that promotes the 

appreciation of local history and community 

pride through a visual connection to the past.  

We carefully curate and preserve a vast 

collection of memorabilia, artifacts, articles, 

stories, and traditions awhile functioning as 

an educational resource for the community. 

Mission Statement 
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Crossword Key 

Find our crossword key on our website: 
 

www.ashlandwihistory.com/crossword 

Enjoy crosswords?  Past editions are available 

online for print.  Head to our website above to 

find them!  Our newsletters are digitally archived 

at www.ashlandwihistory.com/newsletter 
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Across 

Down 

1.   Archaeologists have speculated that this disease swept through Wisconsin as early as the 17th century. 

3.   Thought of as part of the settlement process, people believed a miasma rose from this natural phenome-
non that spread disease. 

4.   Bernie Roguski owned this laundromat. 
5.   An effective treatment for a wide range of infections and diseases, created during the Great Depression? 

8.   Leaders in the Masonic Lodge. 
11.   A president of the United States was affected by this disease, which left him ridden in a wheelchair. 

12.   The territory west of Wisconsin. 

14.   Edwin Ellis grew up near this river. 

16.   In the past, this allowed disease and sickness to travel easily. 

17.   The second town site along Chequamegon Bay. 

20.   What sickness was known as intermittent fever? 

23.   Martha Ellis' brother. 

26.   A popular drink sold at the train station. 

29.   Ellis Avenue's original name. 

30.   What newly established society was Dr. Ellis vice president of? 

33.   A viral infection that affects saliva production. 

35.   News agents sold these. 

36.   Dr. Ellis' second daughter. 

37.   This park was once a farm where Dr. Ellis and his family lived. 

2.   They opened the first hospital in Wisconsin. 

6.   Civilian militia during the Revolutionary War. 

7.   Crew on a standard overnight sleeping car. 

9.   This percent of Native Americans died due to sickness and disease. 

10.   Which company owned an ore dock in Ashland? 

11.   Where Edwin Ellis was born. 

13.   The newest AHSM board member. 

15.   Edwin Ellis was President of this Bank. 

18.   Low-lying ground where water collects; blamed in part for the rampant spread of sickness. 

19.   Which library association did Dr. Ellis help found? 

21.   The first settlement along Chequamegon Bay. 

22.   The most destructive disease pandemic in world history. 

24.   A Norwegian ship. 

25.   Where Edwin Ellis went to study medicine. 

27.   A 0915 train arrived from this city to Ashland. 

28.   Another name for the Spanish Flu. 

31.   The cemetery where Edwin Ellis and his family are laid to rest. 

32.   Norwegians and Swedes unknowingly brought this infection to Wisconsin in 1850. 

34.   The person in charge of the train who collects tickets and fares. 
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